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GREENVILLE Br cransier, 





sep 5 1918 
Gk EEN SILLY, Sti 
Sep 1 
Quigley Purnace Epecisities Co., 
2@ Cortlandt Street, 
Kew York City 
Gentlemen: 
I wish to state to you that cy Patber, Carrol) Collins, 


Pree. & Mgr. Mareshel!l Goes Light Company, Marehel!, Wich. bee 
celled my attention to your preduct of Bytezpite. 


I would like to receive from you any information ycu 


AD THESE LETTERS 


Mr. Collins, Manager of 
Greenville (Miss.) Gas 
writes that his father fecom- 









mended la ee 2 1918 


him, and following his fa@ger’s 
advice, he ordered som 

HYTEMPITE and after 
giving it a trial finds it fills the bill 
and is now a regular, satisfied user. 





muy hove re thie cement. and also pleuse quote price to ne. 


ours Wer) ruly, 
a 1A) 4A . 
TFO/ERC Clirllar. 
Wenaeer 
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To patch gas-retorts, generators, etc., or— 














To make permanent repairs on cracked crown 
arches or— 


Make retorts gas-tight with a thin coating or 
wash or— 

As a binder for making rammed-in linings with 
old crushed fire brick, carborundum, etc.,or— 


To obtain a better bond for brick walls—old or 
new - use 








GREENVILLE GAS COMPANY 


GREENVILLE, Miss 
February 9th, 191€ 
Quigley Purnace Specialties Co., 


£6 Cortlandt Etreet, 
Kew York City. 
Certienen: 

Enclosed please find our woucher check No. 1084 
in payment of our account. 

I ap pleased to say that I have now tried out your 
cement and ap well pleased with the results that we have ob~ 
teined with it. 

Enclosed aleo please find our order So. 146 fore 


burre! of Eytempite. 
Yours very truly, 


Gktlellns 


Manarer 


THC/FRC 











HYTEMPITE 1 


_| | 


QUIGLEY FURNACE SPECIALTY CO., Inc. 


26 Cortlandt Street, New York 
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The Gas Machinery Company 
Cleveland, Ohio 








COAL GAS PLANTS WATER GAS PLANTS 


BY-PRODUCT MACHINERY 











NOTE:— 


This advertisement is only to keep 
you reminded of the 


U. G. I. Vertical Retorts 


The best system of coal carbonization 
in America today 





Figures prove this and the guarantees of 


THE UNITED GAS IMPROVEMENT CO., Philadelphia 
Back it up 
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The Modern Utilities Organization—Part II 


Handling the Collections a Problem of No Small Dimensions and One 
ful, Painstaking and Constant Effort 


By RALPH ELSMAN 


quirésc:Gare- 


AUG 1° 





General Manager Kings County Lighting Company “, 


Maintaining the ratio of collections to the business 
transacted each month is a problem of no small dimen 
sions, but is one that requires careful, painstaking and 
constant eftort. To get proper results, it is essential 
that there be at the head of the departinent an official 
who appreciates the exact value of the comparison sheets 
between the direct sale of gas, appliances and sundries 
and the monthly collections. 

It is natural that the collection of funds, their han 
dling and their disbursement should fall within the 
jurisdiction of the assistant treasurer under the organi 
zation chart, which was published in these columns 
several weeks ago in connection with my first article. 
It will be noted here that there is an absolute division 
between the receiving and the billing department. In 
addition to these duties, there are numerous other de 
tails of the management of the business that fall entirely 
within this department. 


GETTING THE Money IN 


Collections naturally associate themselves in three dis 
tinct divisions—by personal call, mail and collection 
each division being of practically equal importance, so 
that no set rule can be followed in handling this impor- 
tant branch of the business; but there must be a wide 
latitude allowed to care for the various conditions which 
are local in their cause and effect. It is probably a 
general rule that a drive is made by the company to 
secure collections through the mail and by call at the 
othee. When a man delivers a bill and is unable to col 
lect it on presentation, the drive would take the nat 
ural course of seeking to have the consumer pay the 
account personally at the office. Another method which 
mav be pursued with some success is to use a series of 
stickers on the face of the bill requesting that the con 
sumer pay promptly at the office. This latter method 
particularly has merit when the bills are mailed. 


PERSONAL CALL 
The payment of consumers’ bills by personal call at 


the office involves several items which are very impor 
tant to the company outside of the actual collection of 





Safi ies oe ic ot 

the money. ‘The first of these RES On hieeftc on the 
part of some consumers entering the office to secure 
an immediate adjustment of his complaint in connec- 
tion with high bills, erroneous bills, or other matters in 
connection with the billing or collecting. It is well 
known that a dissatisfied consumer has a contagious ef- 
fect upon other consumers. The latter enter the office 
to pay their bills without any thought of making a com- 
plaint, but as soon as they hear a just or strongly argued 
complaint, they immediately conceive the idea that they 
are in duty bound to say something for themselves. 
This class of complaints should not be handled by the 
‘eller receiving the money, but before the matter is con- 
tinued long enough to have the effect contagious to the 
other consumers waiting, the teller should send the com 
plaining consumer to the adjuster. 

The second important detail, and one which saves 
money to the company, is to settle minor complaints at 
the time the bill is paid. It is obvious if the teller, by 
spending a minute or two with the consumer, can sat- 
isfy him then and there that it is money saved to the 
company to have this done rather than to have the con 
sumer wait his turn among other dissatisfied consumers 
in the adjuster’s waiting room. 

The third detail, and one to which most importance 
!s attached, is the collection of the consumer's money. 
This should be handled by the teller without hurry or 
excitement, regardless of the number of people waiting 
to pay their bill. The duties of the teller in this con 
nection are complex, and it is only necessary to mention 
them in a summary here. Collection of bills with a 
summary to be turned over to the cashier, showing if 
these bills are for merchandise, arrears or current bills; 
accepting money for final bills together with the neces 
sary work of ascertaining if a consumer is entitled to a 
refund for deposit made, and if so, the making up of 
the necessary check showing the amount of the refund 
due; receipting for money paid for rented or leased ap- 
pliances with the record of this payment; receipting 
meter deposits made by the consumer to the application 
clerk and turned over by him to the teller. 

In order to have the results of the day’s wotk close 
at a certain definite period, it is necessary to alternate 
the opening of the tellers’ cages, so that as soon as one 
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cage is closed the teller in the cage can immediately 
balance his accounts. It is a matter of company policy 
to state if a teller is responsible for any discrepancies 
in his daily balance. The results of the tellers are 
turned in to the head teller, who tabulates the total re- 
sults of the day and turns them over to the cashier with 
his report showing the various accounts charged. 

Under this system the should receive all 
money and deposit these funds to the company’s ac- 
count in the local bank. The cashier also receives the 
payroll, and has a check drawn up for the amount of 
this, and supervises the paying off of the emplovees. 

Fe also handles the accounts payable ledger, receiy 
ing all bills against the company after they have been 
passed through the various departments and have been 
approved. 


cashier 


Marit TELLER 


The mail clerk operates under the cashier and re 
ceives all company mail, sorting out the mail containing 
checks and turning the balance over to the party desig 
nated to handle this. This mail consists of receipts of 
operating and non-operating revenue, which is listed by 
him in a manner similar to that outlined under the duties 
of the receiving teller. The mail clerk also assists the 
teller in receiving the cash from the head of the collec- 
tion department. 


COLLECTORS 


The collection department head receives the consum 
ers’ bills from the accounts receivable bureau and tabu- 
lates them by ledger, folio and line before giving them 
to his collectors. The collectors are assigned to certain 
ledgers so that it is a comparatively easy matter to 
check the bills given the collector each day. The col- 
lectors are, therefore, obliged to turn in the results of 
the bills given them, which results are checked up daily 
against the original listing of bills assigned. Therefore, 
if a collector turns in any money for a territory that has 
been assigned him several days previously, it goes with- 
out saying that he has been holding back company funds. 

The policy of this company has been to have the col 
lection department a graduate department of the com- 
pany, so that meter readers, bookkeepers, etc., desiring 
promotion, or not caring particularly for their original 
line of work, can be used in this department. It has 
been found particularly beneficial to the company to 
employ meter readers or bookkeepers in this depart- 
ment, since their knowledge of the system is sufficient 
for them to setile complaints at the time of their visit to 
the consumer. 

SACRIFICING EFFICIENCY FOR COURTESY 

The handling of the collection department affords a 
most interesting study. The company’s policy, which 
should be to secure efficiency and to offer every cour- 
tesy, sometimes works a hardship on the collector deal 
ing with an ignorant class, inasmuch as he is required by 
the company to render every courtesy, and yet, on the 
other hand, he will be able to secure a much higher 
efficiency in his collections if he were allowed to bull- 
doze the consumer. While the latter course might have 
its temporary advantages, it is realized by the company 
that ignorance among a certain class of its consumers 
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is more or less of a temporary nature. That these con- 
sumers, being foreigners who have not had the advan 
tages of education such as offered by our common 
school system, will gradually be educated to become our 
useful citizens, and any rude attempt of a public utility 
to get money due will always be remembered by them to 
the detriment of all utilities. We are, therefore, ob 
liged in some cases to sacrifice efficiency for courtesy ; 
but viewed from the company policy as a whole, it has 
been found to be a paying investment. 

\ study of the collection department has shown that 
beneficial results can be secured by the installation of 
a bonus system. This has been put into effect here, and 
has been beneficial to the collectors financially and to the 
company in several ways. Money collected has been 
increased on account of the interest taken by the col- 
lectors, and the working up of the bonus for such col- 
lectors affords an increased knowledge of the work of 
that collector, both in regard to what he is doing and 
in comparison with the work of other collectors. The 
company also has endeavored to interest the collectors 
in a competitive record. The best results attained 
throughout the month are posted on a board in the col 
lectors’ quarters, together with the best previous record 
that the company knows of for that particular class of 
work. We find by doing this that the collectors are 
constantly striving to excel the record that has been 
posted. A rather amusing incident occurred in con 
nection with this when one of the collectors called at- 
tention to the fact that the record made by a collector 
which established the record for the month was made on 
a cool day, while at the particular time the remark was 
made we had a stretch of extremely hot weather, and he 
asked, therefore, to be allowed to defer his effort to 
break the record until the weather became cooler 

\t the end of the day the collectors are required to 
come to the office at 4 o’clock, and on the last day of the 
month at The collectors’ quarters have been 
furnished so that the record of the day’s work can be 
tabulated and reported. As this is the 
collector goes to the receiving desk, where he turns in 
his report and ceupons of collections made to the teller, 
who lists the coupons on the adding machine and checks 
the result against the collector’s report. While he is 
doing this, the collector turns the money over to the mail 


8 o'clock. 


soon as done, 


teller, and as soon as this money is counted it is found 
that the listing teller has about completed his work, 
so that the report and the money turned in are checked 
without loss of time. The total results of the day’s work 
then turned over to teller, 
stated above, sends them to the 
the day. 


are the who, in turn, as 


cashier at the close of 

In connection with the trips made by the collectors, 
that 

ut notice to the collectors, and, further, that 

each collector is given $10 in change money which he is 

called upon to produce at various times without notice. 


+ 


it may 
month with 


be stated these are changed about once a 


Bonus Syst—EM TO SECURE CO-OPERATION 

By means of the personal interest taken in this depart 
ment, ind by means of the bonus system, we believe we 
have secured the heartiest co-operation from the col 
lectors, and while the labor situation at present is hard 
to deal with, we have had no trouble whatsoever with 
this department. In fact, the only men that have been 


a loss to us are the men that have been drafted, so it 
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will he seen that when it takes the United States Gov- 
ernment to separate a collector from the Kings County 
Lighting Company, we have a system that is as strong 
as it ts possible to make it. 

The assistant treasurer’s duties, in addition to the 
supervision of the bureau of the cashier and the chief 
clerk of collections, are somewhat general. ‘These are 
\ll bills after being ap- 
proved by the various departments concerned are finally 
approved by the assistant treasurer as to payment. 
as the daily bank balances are known to 
him, and can arrange for the payment of even ex 
traordinary amounts by his knowledge of tl 


a 


brietly described as follows: 


lhis 
is necessary, 
he 
1e bank bal- 
ance and the rates of collection. 

In our company it 1s the duty of the assistant treas- 
urer to sign all checks before they are sent to the presi 
dent or secretary and treasurer for countersignature. 
This duty may also be taken up by the assistant secretary 
in the absence of the assistant treasurer. Or in the ab 
sence of higher officials, arrangements have been made 
so that checks bearing the signature of both the 
sistant secretary and the assistant treasurer will be valid, 
although this course of procedure is only resorted to 


as- 


when absolutely necessary. 


LecaL Expense as AFFECTED BY MANAGERIAL OPINION 

The amount of legal expense that a company bears 
is often the result of managerial opinion. If the atti 
tude of the company is antagonistic to the public, this 
amount will be large; but the attitude of our company 
has been to take the public into its confidence and to 
ask it to co-operate in every possible way. It has taken 
the stand that lawsuits against the company furnish an 
undesirable kind of publicity. With the idea of elimi 
nating useless expense and settling claims equally and 
quietly whenever such claims are brought up, they are 
immediately taken up by the general manager, who en 
deavors to setile them without delay. In 
where a consumer shows a desire to hold up the com 


rare Cases, 


pany, no expense 1s spared to protect the company’s 


rights. It is in connection with claims and legal data 
of all descriptions that the assistant treasurer’s office 
is employed. The actual settlement of these cases 1s left 


for the general manager, but the accumulation of data 
is left for the assistant treasurer. 

The subject of insurance is a very important one for 
all public utility companies. The kinds of insurance are 
so varied, and the standing and rates of the different 
insurance companies are necessary to closely investigate, 
that this subject should be given careful study rh 
duty has devolved upon the assistant treasurer, who has 
1 general manager all the data necessary he 
result is that this company feels that 1t is now receiving 
both the amount 


1s 


eiven tl 


1G 
Lea 


the maximum insurance, consideri 
involved and standing of the insurance 
company, and this, too, at the least cost. The kinds of 
insurance carried are as follows: War and explosion, 
fire insurance, automobile liability, workmen’s compen 
sation and the use of surety bonds for the employees. 
Various other types of insurance have been taken up 
and considered from time to time, but while each indi- 
vidual type looks attractive, the amount of insurance 
can easily be beyond that which it is economical for the 
company to carry. 

It is important that the assistant treasurer should be 
thoroughly familiar with the stock and bond issues of 


the business 
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the company, and should be in a position to furnish val 


uable advice to the general manager regarding this 
subiect. 
Dirries or AssIsTANT TREASURER VERY IMPORTANT 


It is often necessary for the general manager to re 
quest detailed special reports covering a field that is not 
Vv any one particular department. 
-] 
Nn 


et 
covered | In our con 


’ reports are turned over to the assistant trea 
urer to make up, and this duty has been kept in mind 


by the management in making up the organization so as 


S11¢ S 


pany 


not to crowd too many duties upon the assistant treas 
that would interfere with his giving a 
amount of time for these special reports. It c 


urer certain 
an well 
be realized that such reports must be most carefully 
made up and equally clearly and concisely prepared. — 

From the above description it will be seen that the 
duties of the office of the assistant treasurer, while not 
very complex, are most important. The life of the com 
pany depends upon the collection of its accounts re 
ceivable and the careful disbursement of its funds. 
Naturally this department must work in thorough co 
peratton with all departments of the company, par 
ticularly that of the auditor. 


{ 
\We pride ourselves in our 
company that although it is third in size among the gas 
companies in New York City, it has been able to secure 
the family feeling that is so necessary for successful 
organization 


Humidity Machine an Interesting Use 
of Gas in the Tobacco Factory 


As the Processes Are Perfected Gas Becomes Increasingly Pop- 
ular—New Gas-Using Appliances Constantly Being 
Invented and Installed 


Perhaps even the inveterate smoker who has become 
sufficient connoisseur to pronounce accurately upon va- 
riations in blends of cigars does not know how involved 
is the manufacturing of cigars. First the gathering to 
gether in the factory storerooms of boxes and bales of 
home-grown and imported tobaccos and then the curing, 
conditioning and preserving processes all come before 
the actual work of making the individual cigars can be 
begun. 
heat, 
In 


For practically all the processes which require 
gas 1s being used successfully, states Gas Logic 
New York City there numerous installations of 
gasteam botlers which not only heat the drying and 
sweating rooms in tobacco factories, but are connected 
various other appliances as well. 


are 


4 
Lo 


The humidity machine used in one of the largest 
making plants in the city consists of a galvanized 
which is water-tight and has about 8 in. of 
water in the bottom. This water is continually being 
pumped to the top of the box by a centrifugal pump 
and spraved over a series of baffles. Thus the air drawn 
through this box comes in contact with the water from 
the spray, carrying a certain amount of moisture with it. 


wor 
C1gal 


+ 1( ym 


box, 


CirCcuULATING WATER HEATER Usep For HuMIDITY 
Ther is one installation in New York, a creation of the 
industrial department of the Consolidated Gas Com- 
pany, where a circulating water heater is used to heat 
the water in the humidity machine. The temperature of 
the water is constantly maintained by a thermo valve, 
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the stem of which is inserted in the water, and a gasteam 
boiler is connected to the radiators in the air ducts. 
This appliance has been installed for some time and 
has proved entirely satisfactory both in efficiency and 
cost of operatiorf. 


nditioning’”’ is a term applied mainly to processes 
to which oui domestic tobaccos are treated. Domestic 
tobaceos, which are used for cigars, come chiefly from 
Connectict Pennsylvania, Ohio and Wisconsin. To 


baccos 1 ind other Southern States have 


used fe 


saat 4 wonest 
seq in Virginia 


different qualities and are ir cigarette fillings and 
g g 


smoking tobacco. 


\s domestic tobaccos come into a factorv thev have 
been treated to just one process, called curing or sweat 
ing lhis, however, does not do away with saltpeter 
and ummy substance which, if allowed to remain in 
the topacco would be distasteful to the smoket lo 
remove these substances and prepare the leaves for use, 
each |e : yped of its stem and tied with about 
fifteen others he tied ends are then submerged in 
wate! d held so that the water can run through the 
leaf vei Phe leaves are then packed in cases, coy 
ered and placed in the conditioning room. ‘This is the 
same type of room described in connection with the 
preserving of tobacco, but a temperature of from 100 


to 110 deg. Fahr. is maintained and also a humidity of 
about 96 deg.. In this heat the pores of the tobacco 


moisture through the veins of the leaf 


open, driving the 


and carrying the saltpeter and gum with it 


Pr Rro » COMPI (OreERATION 
lhe time required to complete this operation is from 
three davs to a week, depending on the temperature 


and humidity maintained he humidity machine previ 
' ribed furnishes the combination of humi 


Mesc 


nd tempe! ture desired 


i ra 
When he demesti 
making the lat leaves al 


ree 
for wr What 


leaves with stems removed, 


pronounced fit for 
again and cut 
broken 


the 


mper are known as “‘shorts,” or 


1 11 ° 


sed as fillers tor 


cigars, while the large leaves make four or more vw rap 
pers Some cigars have domestic fillers id Havana 
or Sut it wrappers, or they may be made entirely of 
domestt entirely of imported tobacco. 

Methods of roll ng ciga©rs ditter, but when the fillet 
is prep ed either of “shorts” or leaves the cigar wrap 
per ts relled about with deft strokes, the end cut off and 
the tip finished by folding the ends of the wrapper abou 
and past ng them down 


ipping 
+ ] ? 


Jars 1 I | sents oftentimes a scene tull ot varie 


bendi 


shaw!s of bright scarlet, blues or grevs, some fringed 
and some beaded with contrasting colors. It is very 
nteresting to watch in such a room or in one devoted 
to stripping stems the rapid machine-like motions of the 
workers’ hands Sometimes machines are used for 


stripping all 
rk is done by hand from the time the tobac- 
co is pronounced conditioned to the banding and laying 
‘n boxes. 


cutting, but in many factories almost 


‘he cigar Ww 


In factories where plug tobacco is manufactured gas 


ENGINEERING 











JOURNAL \ugust 10, 1918 





is usually requisitioned also. Licorice sugar gums and 
other sweetenings are cooked together for flavoring, and 
often steam-jacketed kettles or direct-fired vessels are 
used fer this. 

\s the processes of manufacturing cigars and other 
tobacco products are perfected gas is increasingly pop 
ular where heat and exact temperatures are required. 
New gas-using appliances are constantly being invented 
and installed to save labor. 


Prveanasvernat vin Mt i Winitt 


How the Gas Companies Are 
Helping the Nation 








wie aiitinaatinntinnde | 





H. M. B sBY & COMPANY has issued a revised 
edition ( he B llesby Natio DD on ice Reco d is of 
fuly 1, which shows that eighty-two officers and en 
plovees o ne compan nd ff ed OmMmpanies are 
no ey oversens ¢ ( to the (Ove ent 
* the 695 men of the organization who are now serving 
he Allied cause in eithe he Army or Navy there are 
(ne | FT crene il One lieutenant-co onel, three 
mayors captain venty-tive first lieutenants, six 
eer set d lieutenants, fiftv-one sergeants, twenty-five 
orpor HSS privates, in the Army, and two ensigns, 
me boats mate, SIX yveomen, sixtv-three seamen, 
nthe N and eleven p t in the Marines. 

( \] G PMAN. twen six vears old, who en 
sted last September in Company B, 102d Machine Gun 
Batt i, d Sel ross in March, is reported as 
wounded Ife was a clerk in the ¢ Jueens County Gas 
Comp Brooklyn, N. Y., for a lone time 


Employee of Louisville Company Killed in 
France 


[1eutei Warren Harrie son of General George 
H. Harvi ; ho held a re vonsible position he e1 
g1nk g dep ent of the Louisville Gas & FElectri 
O1 bY’, ] ) S lle, iN | een repo ed killed in 1 
utomobile acetdent while on duty on the night of Tuly 
o n roving l citv of France 
SEE OC ie 
Se tat, re 











Haftenkamp came to 


the com] lan 1n 
1905 under Assistant General M iger Herman Russell, 
hen superintendent of gas manufacture. He quickly 
learned the business of making gas. In 1907. as a full 


fledged civil engineer, he was made assistant superin 


tendent. With the of Mr. Russell, Mr. 
Haftenkamp became superintendent of gas manufacture, 
and as such has operated East Station, built and oper 
ated the Blossom Road Holder and the new West Sta- 
T10n., 


promotion 
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Efforts to Ration Gas in England Thus Far Have 
Proved That a Fair and Equitable Restric- 
tion Is a Difficult Problem 


Indifference of Consumer Despite Threats of Fine and Imprisonment a Factor Which Tends 
to Render Regulations Futile 


By NORTON H. HUMPHRYS 


prolonged 
, creating shor 
ffi has been 


ion of railw: raffic, 


onvest 


ideration of methods, t or indirect, 
te in the direction of reducing consumption of 
he Government offices. Among other schemes, restri 
been regarded, 


tion of gas consumption has and that 


n extent out of all proportion to the ratio between the 
as compared with the total 


W rk ~ 


oal used at gas 
quantity consumed for all purposes, and without appre 


ciation of the fact that whereas a ton of coal consumed 


na grate or furnace not only vields no residuals, but 


contaminates the atmosphere with soot and sulphurous 
impurities, at a time when everything relating to national 
health and well being is of the utmost importance, while 
. similar quantity used at the gas works yields 10 cwt. 
of coke available for replacement of an equivalent in 


coal. together with ammonia, benzol and toluol, which 
that shrewd observers have stated that 
sufficient supplies of these substances will largely 
1 


which we are all sO keenly 


re so necessary 


mine the matter in 
ested, the winning of the war 


PROBLEM 


\ DIFFEREN’ 
Endeavors of this character have so 
a fair and equi 


concel ned, is a 


far proved 
estriction, bearing evenly on 
ult problem that t 


Many 


The consumption of gas depends 


has not ve 


ceived satisfactory solution. reasons may be 


cited in explan 


ation 


atmospheric I 
proportion is required 


1 } - s 


temperature and _ state 
tor 1 

ge and | al processes, subject to mat 

are bevond human control, such as the 
; and the special needs incidental to these terr1 
\nd even household consumption is influenced 


by contingencies such as illness. Perhaps the chief con 
onishing fact that for 


] 1 
marke 


Limes 


sideration 1s the ast 
‘age consumer is greatly adverse t 
Taking the figures indicated 


useful and much libeled appliance, and computati 


the quality of vas consumed over any 
ion that does not call for a « 
inced by 


undreds are learning to become c« 


simple opera 
tion or special experience, as inst 
women by 
tent water inspectors within a week. But 


ception of railway companies and factories on a scale 
that warrants the employment of a special gas fitter, t 
| 


1 


1¢e 


1 

I 
average consumer knows and cares nothing about the 
matter beyond the information afforded by the period- 


ical statement from the district gas office. All attempts 
to compel the consumer to regulate and adjust his con- 
sumption within fixed limits, even if accompanied with 


imprisonment, have so far proved 
werless in the matter, as 

be equally reduced all over 

ire re culator n every street. 
during certain specified hours is 
tor reasons that do not need explana 


there was an outside main tap on 


=. oe if ¢ vuld not be done 


gas works are 
fine on 


restriction takes the 


l of the 
local public authorities, a 
1} +] 


‘re many 


1e legal 


for the excess quantity. 


+ 


int price 
her efficient nor satisfactory ree 
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| the CIOCK, 


hands of to bring waking 

th those of daylight, has been tried 

-d daylight saving have little 

as since the general introduction of the incan 

burner the portion of gas used for lighting 

‘f the total output, and has been 

he extensive adoption of gas for 
» large sc: 


schemes 


ambitious, and on 
wer order became 
England, that 
ince from the 


ipal manufacturing 


+ 


relieve both the coll 


consumption oy 
tity in eacl ctive qua 


future co 


(OV 
ernment purpo license was 


excepted, and some 
lle 


ywwed to gas companies in assessing nev 
during t 
1918, and other exceptional cases. I allude 
tense, and very briefly, be 
cause it already shows signs of fizzling out as imprac- 
ticable and unworkable. 


consumers 
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] j 
I ender 


or additional fixed 


March 31, 


to this scheme in the past 
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ENCOURAGING USE oF COAL 


A singular feature about the introduction of such re- 
striction at the present juncture is the fact that it favors 
consuniption of raw coal in preference to gas, and ig 
nores the needs of the Ministry of Munitions and of the 


Fuel and Fertilizing Committees. While the house- 


holder is nominally under restraint in respect to raw 
coal, the restriction is so liberal that it actually exceeds 
the average consumption, placing many in the position 


of being able to substantially increase their consumption 
of coal without overstepping the prescribed limit. 

The latest idea is to discard the lighting, etc., order in 
favor of a household fuel and lighting order, that will 
cover gas, coal and electricity. In the first place, eve-y 
householder will receive authority to obtain a liberal 
supply of raw coal; he then has the option of substi- 
tuting gas or electricity in the respective proportions of 
15,000 cu. ft., or 800 units for every ton of coal dis- 
placed. The exact quantity is not yet officially stated, 
and will probably be subject to modification to suit local 
climatic conditions and temperature, but for purposes of 
illustration we may assume 314 
fireplaces and 1% 
number. 


tons per annum for two 
tons for each one in excess of that 
A house containing ten fireplaces (or presum- 
ably their equivalent in gas fires, stoves, steam or other 
methods of warming), will be entitled to consume 
3144+ (3 ¥ 1K) 12, or 15% tons; and the occupier 

tons of coal, and (151% 54) 

150,000 cu. ft. of gas. 

lines he may select 5% 


may divide this into 5™% 

10 15,000 Or on similar 
tons of coal, 120,000 cu. ft. of 
gas, and 1,600 units of electricity. 

This quantity represents fuel requirements only, and 
an additional allowance will be made for lighting, for 
which either gas or electricity may be chosen. The 
order will be carried into effect by local committees and 


fuel officers. 


Facts About the Natural Gas Industry 
in West Virginia 

Edwin Robinson Asserts Everything Possible is Being Done by 
the Producer to Conserve Gas 

The producer, transporter and distributor of natural 
gas have been given public attention and criticism as 
to the manner in which their business should be con- 
ducted, declared Edwin Robinson in a paper presented 
at the recent annual meeting of the West Virginia Nat 
ural Gas Association. 

In the early stages of the business little or no atten- 
tion was paid to the leakage, defective pipe line laying 
or bad plumbing in the consumer’s residence. 

Gas in those days was plentiful and the markets 
scarce. As everybody was after oil, gas was considered 
of little value, and a great amount of it was allowed to 
go to waste. 

Tue Ciance Tuat Has Been Broucut Arout 

Along about 1992 the possibilities of West Virginia’s 
natural gas resources became evident to some of the 
larger producers, leasing of territory began in earnest, 
leases were drawn more carefully, the drilling of wells 
was begun, locations were made miles apart for the 
purpose of testing the scope of the gas belt. 

When gas was found in large quantities in scattered 
districts it was then that the industry was put upon a 
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business’ basis. Careful records of everything do: 
every formation and strata through which the 
went was noted. 

Conservation, which heretofore was unknown, 
being practiced in a primary way by some of the la: 
companies. It was not long after this that the gas c 
panies began in earnest to see that gas once in the 
should go to the consumer. 

Leaks were stopped, line walkers were started in 
directions to note any leaks. the condition of the 
or the probable chances of a slip or land slide 
this is in practice to-day. 

Now, efficiency experts, engineers 
chemists and every known device and invention for 
betterment ef the service have been adopted. 


geologists, 


Some gas companies that formerly used gas for di 
ing the gas compressors have installed boilers, open 
coal mines that more gas could be delivered to its « 
tomers. 

The amount of gas used under boilers for drilli: 
wells was 110,000 cu. ft. every twenty-four hours ; ne 
35,000 cu. ft. are used. 

Everything is being done to conserve gas by the pre 
ducer. The State has passed laws and the publi 
service commission rules to regulate the gas company 
in the conduct of its business. Reports of its busines 
in many of the most minute details are made; 


pressure 
in cities are reported ; 


in fact, everything about its busi 
ness is known to the administration at Charleston 


CONSERVATION BY CONSUMER NOT YET Bec 
There is no objection to this; all the gas people ask 
fair treatment, and to be treated like other people 
corporations. I will that our relations with 
public service commission and the administration 
its departments have been most cordial and fair. 
Conservation by the consumer has not yet begun. 
has not made any noticeable effort to improve the 1 
of gas in his home, for I believe that 90 per cent of 
appliances used in the homes in West Virginia 
natural gas 1 fuel are the same that 
originally installed twenty to twenty-five years 


Say 


is used as a 
There has been no attempt on the part of the « 
sumer to insist upon modern appliances properly 

stalled that will save gas and reduce the gas bill 
\ MEANS O1 


CORRECTING WINTER SHORTAGES 


many companies have men whose only d 
see that its burn gas in the prope 
ind not wi If this method was adopted |! 
all of the distributing companies, and the 
would not object to installing modern devices and 
pliances, the amount of gas saved would take caré 
considerable of the shortage that 
extreme cold weather. 


\ great 
are to customers 
manner iste it. 


consult 


occurs during 


A Mitition-a-Montn Domestic Cons 

There is another class of consumer where conserva 
tion of gas is unknown. I am speaking of the fre 
consumers. We can cite an instance in West Virgin! 
where a free consumer used 1,000,000 cu. ft. of gas 
one month in his residence. This should be sufficie: 
gas for 100 consumers for the same period. 

A great deal of this waste comes from the trait 
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rom 
he beginning of the business until within a very short 
me ago natural gas had but little commercial value, 
xcept as a bait for locating industries by offering free 
ras for a term of vears or at a rate so exceedingly low 
0 amount to almost the same thing. 

In West Virginia the earlier investors in the natural 
as business followed in the footsteps of the north 
estern Ohio producers by making it incident to the 
eal estate business. 

\long about that time the Ohio and Indiana 
elds were exhausted and a number of industries that 
vere seeking locations where gas was plentiful 
heap turned their eyes to West Virginia. 

Che manufacturer from Ohio, Indiana and Pennsyl 
ania looking for cheap gas has never been trained to 
conserve in any way or to use any modern methods or 
appliances. The price of gas was so low that no at- 
tention was paid to the amount consumed. The 
men encouraged this, for the bills were larger. 


nd conditions incident to the early use of gas. F 


gas 


and 


Tur Carson Brack Maker A Bic CoNSUMER 
To-day to a certain extent this is true, for the reason 
that the majority of the industrial consumers have no 
idea as to the value of the commodity nor realize the 
importance of conservation. 

The low price of natural gas has had more to do with 
the waste and careless use of it than anything else. 

Whenever the price of gas reaches the point of its 
value as a commodity, both the industrial and domestic 
consumers will use every known device and appliance 
for getting every possible heat unit out of it. 

The exceedingly low price for gas offered by pro 
ducers. boards of trade or real estate men attracted to 
the towns one class of manufacturers, with few excep 
lions, namely, those engaged in the manufacture of 
glass. Then came the carbon black maker, who fol 
lowed cheap gas like the window glass manufacturer, 
from Pennsylvania to Ohio, to Indiana, then to West 
Virginia. 

The carbon black manufacturer to-day consumes one 
halt as much gas as used by the domestic and industrial 
consumers of the State. 

In the Wheeling district, which has been and is the 
argest manufacturing district in West Virginia, most of 
the large iron and steel mills and glass factories were 
n operation before natural gas was discovered, and 
lave been and are successfully operated. 

There are manufacturing centers. Iron and steel at 
Pittsburgh, rubber at Akron, pottery at East Liverpool, 
utomehiles at Detroit, machinery at Cincinnati, and 
0 on. 

The inhabitants of these places are thoroughly 
familiar with its particular class of industry, and the 

anufacturer would hesitate to move his plant, for the 
killed mechanic, who has raised his family there, with 

is relatives and friends, does not care to 
lace to place. 


move from 


NPRECEDENTED INpt 


TION 


\ Pertop or U 


Since January, 1915, the industrial consumption of 
iatural gas has been unprecedented for two reasons: 
first, on account of all the plants in which natural gas 


used for fuel being operated at their fullest capacity 
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during the entire twelve months of the year; second, the 
sreat number of industries that began to use natural gas 
on account of the price of coal advancing from 250 to 
00 per cent of its former selling price. 

I wish to say here, had the price of natural gas ad- 
vanced along with the price of coal, there would have 
heen comparatively little shortage during the winter 
of 1917 and 1918. 

This increased demand for industrial gas has not been 
to the liking of the gas companies, which had their pro- 
tected wells shut in in virgin territory to be used for 
future domestic service. The land owners were paid 
their royalties for these wells, from which no gas was 
taken—pipe lines in many instances were miles away. 

Natural gas companies are public utilities, and are not 
permitted to select their customers. 

In the transporting of natural gas difficulties arise 
similar to transporting other commodities. We are 
affected to a certain extent by climatic conditions. 

All the railroads during the extreme cold weather are 
practically at a standstill, and are unable to move either 
massenger traffic or freight trains on any 
schedule. 


regular 







EACH? DeGREE Drop IN TEMPERATURE MEANS INCREASE 
oF 3 Per CENT IN GAs CONSUMPTION 


Industries are frequently closed down on account of 
the railroads being unable to deliver their raw materials, 
which are held up in a blizzard or blocked by a snow- 
drift. This is taken as a matter of course. People 
understand it and do not complain. Competent manage- 
ment adjusts itself to conditions as they arise. 

When we stop to consider the enormous increased 
demands made upon the natural gas utilities caused by a 
drop in the temperature of from 30, 40 and sometimes 
50 deg., with only a few hours’ notice, and never more 
than from eighteen to twenty-four hours, it seems in- 
comprehensible that the service is as good as it is. For 
each 1 deg. drop in the temperature means an increase 
of 3 per cent in the consumption of gas. 

It does not take much figuring to show that the in- 
creased demand for natural gas on a few hours’ notice 

uns from 100 to 150 per cent. We know of no business 
that is called upon to meet demands like this which come 
at frequent periods during the winter months 

There is a way for the industrial and domestic con- 
sumers to conserve, and it has been demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of experts and laymen that the kind of 
burners and appliances used with proper installation has 
everything to do with the amount of gas consumed. 

It has been shown by tests made in one of the State 
laboratosies that certain kind of burners properly in- 
stalled will save the housewife from 35 to 50 per cent 
in gas than she formerly used in cooking. 

Natural gas is the fuel in the home of the laboring 
man; in other words, in the home where the wife does 
the and cleanliness saves her 
many hours of work and drudgery. The family can 
sleep longer in the morning, as it is not necessary to 
build a fire 


work: its convenience 


ind wait half an hour for the stove to heat 
sufficiently to boil the coffee and cook the breakfast. 
This class of consumers should have preferred service. 
In other words, the man who uses gas in his furnace for 
heating his house should be required to burn coal dur- 
ing the extreme cold weather, so that those depending 
entirely upon gas and require it for heating and cook- 
ing should not 


suffer shortage. 
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‘ost oF Propuctnc Has INCREASED 


The cost of producing gas has increased. Labor has 
advanced 60 to 100 per cent, material from 100 to 15¢ 
per cent, rigs from $750 to $1,200, teaming from $5 to 
$8 per day. Boarding for the men has increased 50 per 
cent difficult to secure that the establishing of 
camps is necessary in many places. 


and sc 


The average volume of wells drilled in 1914 was from 
1,500,000 to 2.000.000 cu. ft to-day about 600,000 


Cth. Ft. 

In 1914 the pressure was almost sufficient to carry 
the gas to the markets; to-day mechanical means are 
necessary, which adds to the cost. 

Pipe casing, fittings and machinery are the only ma- 
terials purchased outside of the State, with but few 
exceptions. 

If it were not for the gasoline, which was formerly 
wasted, and the revenue from oil production, which 
has been made attractive to the gas companies by $4 
oil, gas receipts would bring in no revenue for the 
stockholder 


Has Brovusiut To STAT! 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN 
DEVELOPMENT 


The natural gas industry, along with the oil, has been 
a potent factor in the development, growth and advance- 
ment of the State, its business to a large extent being 
in the rural districts where advantages were crude, 
schools poorly conducted and situated great distances 
apart 

It was necessary for the oil and gas companies to 
secure men capable and reliable (and it takes capable 
and reliable men to conduct either of these industries) 
to have :mprovements made in the country schools, or 
these men would not move their families where their 
children did not have the advantages of an education 

The natural gas industry has brought to West Vir- 
ginia millions of dollars in its development 

The amount expended annually by the natural gas 
industry for rentals and royalties is in excess of $5,000, 
000, in sums ranging from $5 to $500 annually. 

This n is distributed to land owners in the thirty- 
two oil and gas producing counties of the State. The 
annual expenditure for operating, rig building, teaming, 
labor, pipe, casing, fittings, 


oney 


drilling, supplies, mainte- 
is many times more than paid out for rentals 
and royalties. 


nance, ete 


Fifteen years ago there were liens or mortgages on 
50 per cent of the farms in the oil and gas districts; to- 
day there are not 2 per cent. 

Uhere is one county in the State in which five-sixths 
of all the taxes are paid by the oil and gas industry. 

Another interesting thing about this industry, 95 per 
cent employees are native West Virginians. 

The natural gas utilities have an assessed valuation 
for taxation of more than $100,000,000, as assessed by 
the board of public works, and pay taxes on this amount. 

The entire oil and gas business of the State pay not 
less than one-eighth of the entire taxes of the State. 

The increase in land values, the improved schools and 
the improved roads of the thirty-two oil and gas pro- 
ducing counties of the State can be attributable in a 


very large extent to the oi) and gas industry. 


of its 
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A Proposed Solution of the Gas Problem 


A report by the special gas committee of the | 
of Commerce of Kansas City. Flexible board-backe 
let; 9x6 in 31 pages. Procurable from the Chas 
Commerce, Kansas City. Mo. 


\ solution of the Kansas City gas problem has beer 


the responsibility of the special committee on gas 


the Chamber of Commerce for several months. Nume 
ous meetings have been held and a large amount of 
formation secured. Conferences have been held 


many times with representatives of the city, of the 
Kansas City Gas Company and of the various pipe line 
companies supplying gas to the Kansas City Gas Con 
pany. At one time the committee was in almost cor 
stant session for a week with Henry L. Doherty, of th 
Cities Service Company, which owns the gas producing 
companies. Written and oral statements have been se 
cured from all interested parties. 

The report as submitted is not final. It outlines 
general plan along which it will be possible to work 
secure final settlement if approved by the members 
the Chamber of Commerce to whom it is submitted bi 
the authority and with the approval of the board 
directors. 


The following is a summary of the 


recommendations contained in the report: 


findings 


Without radical measures, no relief in the gas 
tion can be looked for next winter. 

The Kansas City Gas Company cannot supply 
cial gas in time to be of assistance next winter 

The natural gas fields are giving out 
coming-—it may be three 


and the 


vears or it may be twent 


when there will be no available natural gas for Kans 
City. 
The gas problem is now involved in legal technicaliti¢ 


which can be 
co-operate. 
The Ka 


pany onl 


eliminated if all parties interested 


1 


nsas City Gas Company is a distributing 
, and is obligated to supply only such g: 


delivered to it by the producing companies. 


There are 


nected with 


five leading natural gas companie 
the system which supplies Kansas | 
They are all controlled, however, by the Cities Ser 


Company, a helding company, of which Henry L. Dol 


erty & Company are the principal owners 


Kausas 


City’s present normal consumption 
gas varies from 15,000,000 to 25,000,000 cu. ft. | 
December, 19! 


ft., and in January, 1918, 6,045,00 


The average daily delivery of gas in 
vas 7.331.000 cu. 
The rormal consumption of artificial gas in othe 
cities would indicate that Kansas City’s consumptio1 
cooking and lighting purposes only on artificial gas | 
would be 


' 
ner day 


not to exceed an avera re of 7,000,000 

This would provide a liberal 
City’s previous experience with large uset 
and lower rates. 


allowance 

Kan 

Sas sufficient natural g 
154) 


‘There 1s 


( Continue d 
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foundries 
nd other metal-melting plants of the 

try since 1914 solved; a new and 
fertile field for 


ter heaters discovered 


hampered the 





instantaneous gas 
- this is the 
iit of a little brainwork on the part 

A. M. 
for the 
Company, of Kalamazoo, 







water heater salesman 
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simply by removing the water 
e plunger from a Humphrey au 
itic water heater, Mr. Honnet 
into a unit for the in 
ntaneous heating of oil, thereby at 
e time creating a virgin market for 


irgest 


erted it 


size automatic heater, in 


new 


lucing a 





for gas, de 


the 


use 





sing considerably cost of 








ng metals, for which oil fur 
are used, and stimulating the 
ion of munitions of war 


s foundries at St. | 





ouis 
taken advantage of this 
to oil heaters, 
ers are figuring on similar in 
tions. This, despite the 
no organized effort has 
to secure such business. 
he field is unlimited,” says the 
verer, “and some day this busi 
will be gone after in the man 
t deserves.” 
ke most Mr. Honnet’s 
very was accidental, or rather 
taneous. He was in the office of 







rsion ot water 





tact 
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When You Haven’t the Gas to Sell Them 
for Brass Melting Help Them to Use 
Oil—An Instantaneous Automatic 
Water Heater Provides the Means 


Humphrey Company Salesman at St. Louis Takes a Chance, but His 
Water Heater Does the Work and Bears Out His Promise — 
Heating Fuel Oil with Automatic Water Heater 


By LOUIS RESNICK 


JOURNAL 
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he manager of a big brass foundry 
trving to sell the gentleman-an auto 


shower 


Mali We 


baths used by 


ter heater for the 


workmen 


“No: mv workmen are satisfied to 
ash in cold water,” the foundry 
inager said. “I don’t need a heater 


for them. But I wish to goodness 
someone would invent a machine for 
heating oil that 


Iti 


our brass- 


‘ re t 
VOC LO 


ne 


¢ furnaces.” 


Without even asking details 


re 
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garding the sort of oil heater the CONVERSION SIMPLE “Secondly, there is a consideral 
foundry required, and without the saving in the time that it takes 
knowledge of a previous case of the Then along came a water heater melt metals when the oil is easi 
same sort, the water heater salesman salesman who admitted that he knew sprayed into the furnace. In f. 
replied nothing of gas engineering nor foun- much of the fuel oil on the mark 
‘These heaters will heat oil as well dry methods, but vowed he could at present is so thick that it cannot | 
as wate! solve the problem of oil heating. He made to spray unless it is first m 
“If you can prove that to me I'll ottered to put the installation in on more fluid, and this the instant 
buy one.” said the foundry manager. ®PPToval rhe manager of the neous heater does at an insignifica: 


Then Mr. Honnet asked for de More-Jones company promised the cost. Finally, the heater saves 
ii i »* i 4 as - 


converted heater a trial man-power former a 
tails. Here is what he was told: powe rmerly wasted in w: 


= aid bse \ll that was necessary to make’ ing for the furnaces to get start 

Betore- we ‘ [ sa : his gw the conversion, Mr. Honnet said, especially on Monday mornings ws 
‘tner ot ‘ ~he rar tor - . 

partne OL (r06 aunched nis Wa 


: : “ ‘was to take out the water valve the plant has been closed for a d 
world conquest, this foundry melted 


1a 
1 Grecl plunger so that the heater was made “In the fall, winter and ea: 
its brass in imported hreclay cruci- +, operate on the interior thermostat. spring the gas-fired oil heater in o1 
\ny automatic water heater with an plant is at work every hour that 


interior thermostat can be converted melting furnaces are at work.” 


bles that cost 35 cents each Che 
crucibles were set in beds of coke, 
which at that time was considered 


the cheapest fuel available for the 
purpose. Since the beginning of the 


war. however, the cost of the clay 


crucibles has risen from 35 cents to 


to the same use.”’ [he greatest saving made possil 
The converted heater installed at through the use of the converted o 
the More Jones plant proved suc heater seems to be in the substit 
cessful from the start. Through it tion of the teapot furnace for tl 
passes the oil that feeds a dozen tea fireclay crucible. This was emp! 
pot furnaces. Though fed by pres- sized at the plant of the Eure! 
sure, the oil passes through the cop- foundry, where crucibles of a siz 
per coils of the automatic heater known as No. 100 were used ry 
any price much slower than does water, but size crucible now costs $11 The 
as fast as it flows through the appli clay crucibles, Mr. Haggenjos sai 


1 


$2.25 each lhe cost of coke also 
has advanced rapidly, and now, at St. 
Louis, coke is hardly obtainable at 


TURNIN( \WAY FROM ance it is heated to a temperature of could be used in from one to thirty 

aes 100 to 120 deg., which in the winter pourings. Sometimes a crucibl 
OKI - ; "age . ss 

months is essential to efficient opera would last for davs or a week. and 


tion of the metal-melting furnaces. another might last only a few hours 


Consequently the brass foundries At the foundry of the A. Gilbert lhe inability to heat fuel oil prop 


were compelled to turn to other & Sons Brass Company a similar in erly in winter has been the chief ol 
methods of melting brass. A huge stallation heats the oil for seven fur tacle in the more general substitu 
oil-fired teapot furnace became one laces, and at the foundry of the ti | the teapot furnace for tl 
of the popular substitutes for the [eureka Brass Company the oil for crucibles 
coke-fired crucibles. This method ‘%!X Turnaces 1s heated in winter by a 
proved satisfactory during the sum- pes erted tong henge ad < Clow Steamheat on 
mer months, but was very trouble pacity of the latter plant alone is ‘ - 
some in extreme cold weather. The 30,000 Ib. a day and the products Uniquely Pertinent 
fuel oil would become congealed, are _phosphor-bronze, rr é \ ‘~w element has been 
would fail to feed into the furnaces aluminum castings uced into publicity matter 
properly, and in cases where the fur by the manufacturer for distril 
naces were exposed to the elements TotaL Cost oF INSTAI N KE v the dealer 
would make operation of the oil-fired 
furnaces impossible when the mer 
ury approached the zero point 1 each case the total cost of the 
At some foundries it took forty installation was $250, the regular 
inutes to get a small-sized tea price of the No. 8-A Humphrey in 
ce to the proper heat be-  stantaneous water heater. What the 


f the slow feeding of the fuel consumer thinks 


idwinter. \t foundrie unit follows, quotit 

team plant was available jos, president 

iment of heating the fuel oil of the Eureka 

g¢ steam pipes in the stor “The converted water heater by 

a s tried without any me: heating our fuel oil 1 ld weather 
ure of success. Still other foundries enables us to save time, money and ritten 
made no attempt to solve the oil- man-power. First, the heater enables and the immediate future 
heating problem, but instead, during us to use a much lower gravity fuel nearby past, and describing 
the winter months, bought the high- oil than would be necessary during lyzing the Clow Gasteam 
priced crucibles and high-priced coke the winter months if we did not heat But beginning with page 10, 
and melted their brass and other the oil. Low gravity oil usually is booklet for distribution by the B 
metals by the pre-war process at a_ cheaper than that of higher gravity, more dealer differs from that of 
greatly advanced cost. The situa- and during the last year has been ‘Tampa dealer, and so on in that 
tion became generally accepted as one much more easily obtainable than the the installations cited are local 
of the inevitable war-time difficulties. light or higher gravity oil practically so. 
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We find in the Baltimore booklet 
i. very much exposed large frame 
and shingles residence in which a 
room that was once “like an ice 
house” has been converted into one 
of the warmest in the house, a sub 
urban winter garden heated by 
twenty-five Clow Gasteam Radiators. 
a twenty-one-room school building 
at Washington, D. C., heated by the 
Clow Radiators, a store in which the 
gas installatren averages about the 
same fuel cost as a former coal-fired 
steam-heating plant, a masonry 
church heated by thirty-one gasteam 
radiators, etc. 

\ booklet for the Tampa, Fla., 
dealer give us several very ambitious 
nstallations in 
irons. 


cities in its en 


The Pittsburgh booklet cited in 
tallations, including a completely 
gas-heated apartment house, and lean 
nuch to stores, restaurants and the 
tres. 

Some notable installations figure 
n the New York dealers’ booklet. 
several completely gas-heated apart 
ent are shown, a church 
hich is completely heated by ove 
000 ft. of Clow Gasteam radiation, 
everal residences, a skating rink, a 
arehouse and a public comtort sta 
ion set alongside the central public 
brary. The promising field ap 
irently indicated for such installa 
ions in this citv is stores in single 
tory. taxpayer buildings usually 
ithout central heating plants 
It would be a revelation as to what 
being accomplished with gas space 


houses 
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YOU WANT IT. 


Keep Warm Without Coal 





By using 


CLOW 
“GASTEAM” 








RADIATORS 


No Coal No Smoke 


No Ashes 


No Dust No Janitor 





Just light a match and have STEAM HEAT WHEN AND WHERE 








heating to the average gas man were 
he to get hold of a set of these book 
lets and glance over them. 


Norfolk Assured of Adequate 
Supply of Gas-— Extensive 
Improvements Being Made 
There will be no shortage of gas in 

Norfolk this winter if war conditions 

do not too seriously interfere with 

improvements and enlargements now 
in progress at the plant of the City 

(gas Company, it was stated to-day by 

T. Norman Jones, assistant general 

manager of the Virginia Railway & 

Power Company, of which the gas 

company 1s a subsidiary 
The company has been hard at 

work j 

fort to forestall 

othcials were sure would 
influx of 


December in an ef 
a shortage which its 
follow the 
people unless large 
extensions were made. At that time 
W. A. Allison, a gas expert of Phila 


delphia, was called in as consulting 


since last 


great 


He came 
in December and with the aid of En- 
gineer Dickerman, of the State cor- 
thor 
ough survey of the field, with a view 


engineer of construction 


poration commission, made a 


to preventing serious inconveniences 
to the public 


From this survey M1 \llison 
made recommendations which the 
company has striven faithfully to 


He has been retained in 
the service of the company and tor 
several 


carry out. 


has directed a 
struction force in laying new mains 
machinery \ll 


months con 


and installing new 


of the recommendations made by Mr. 
\llison relative to improvement of 
service, installation of machinery, 
purchase of equipment and extension 
of mains are being acted upon, Mr. 
Jones said. 

More than $160,000 worth of new 
equipment was ordered early this 
Much of this has arrived and 
is being installed as fast as labor con- 
ditions will permit. The balance 1s 
expected on schedule time and will 
be ready to serve the public by late 


fall. 


year. 


Sandusky Company to Lose 
Natural Gas Supply After 
Contract Date 


The Logan Natural Gas & Fuel 
Company, who is supplying the San- 
dusky Gas & Electric Company with 
natural gas, has given notice that be 
cause of the failing of the supply 
they will not be able to furnish to thts 
company any after the expira 
tion of the existing contract on June 

1919. . 

C. B. Wileox, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Sandusky 
company, and E. A. Bechstein, gen- 


eral manager, appeared before the 


gas 


city commission and explained to 
them the entire situation, and sub 
mitted for their consideration a rate 


ordinance for the furnishing of arti 
ficial gas, to become effective at the 
expiration of the natural 
hance, 


gas ordi 
The city officials assured the 
company officials that the 
would receive their early 
tion. 


matter 
considera 
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Rationing Gas 

Our English correspondence informs us that the ra 
tioning of gas across the Atlantic is proving pretty 
much of a fizzle. The householders simply decline to 
be rationed. Of course, there are penalties of imprison 
ment and fines attached, but you cannot imprison a 
whole community and the fines have not proved deter- 
rent. When such a situation presents itself any law 
in a democracy simply becomes inoperative. 

The truth of the matter is that the great bulk of Eng 
lish gas consumers had already been rationing them 
selves. If a family was using 10,000 cu. ft. of gas 
probably that volume was needed. If the average Eng 
lish consumer is similar to his American cousin, doubt 
less there was waste. But it was waste of ignorance, not 
of intention; the kind of waste that can be best elimi 
nated by education, not by an arbitrary law. 

We do not believe anyone except the crassly stupid 
in England, France, Italy and the United States and 
elsewhere, where the cost of war is felt at home as 
well as on the battlefield, is consciously wasting gas, 
coal, sugar, wheat or any other essential. It takes a 
queer conscience to be able to keep an unused burner 
going from laziness, when it is realized that such waste 
may represent an infant’s life, a hampered soldier and 
a hampered national effort. All these people need is 
to have things explained to them. They never gave 
much thought to gas wastage in the past. The fuel 
was too cheap to make it materially worth while. 

As Mr. Humphreys points out, when you begin to 
dabble with gas rationing, you take a very considerable 
risk of defeating your primary object—that of saving 
coal. What gain have you made if by cutting down a 
half-thousand cubic feet of gas on one consumer you 


impel him to burn enough additional coal to make two 


thousand feet of gas: 

There are various means of cutting down or read 
justing gas consumption, and thus the use of coal. Get 
ting rid of the open-flame burner is one of them, but 
rationing doesn’t even qualify for consideration 

When Smith Gets Up 

It would be a bold prophet who would say how high 
up in the gas business John Smith will go. He 1s a 
potentiality who must be considered. And now, in his 
vounger days, is when we must consider him most if 
we expect to have his friendship later. 

It will not pay to brush aside his suggestion on the 
convention floor. When he makes it John is just a little 
bit diffident, and very sensitive. He feels, perhaps, that 
he is a mighty small pebble amongst a group of big 
lights. If we make him feel that we likewise regard 
him in the same light, it is apt to rouse bitterness in 
his heart; to implant the resolve to some day pay us 


back in kind. Later on in his career, when he is a big 
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figure himself, perhaps, he will be more confident. He 
will know there is value in the suggestion he offers, and 
will not care overmuch if we are intelligent enough to 
comprehend it or not. It is safer always to slight a 
big figure than it is to slight a little fellow who is just 
beginning to rise. 

salesman wants to be 
careful how he overrides the little fellow. Undoubt- 
edly his concern will still be selling apparatus and ap- 
pliances to the gas companies when that little fellow has 
become big. 


Likewise the manufacturer’s 


It will not offend John Smith, perhaps, when he has 
gotten along to the point of being a local manager for 
an operating company for us ‘to try to sell something 
he has refused over his head to the powers that be in 
‘he headquarters city. It will be more apt to amuse 
him. 

John will know just how much confidence the big 
fellows have in him, and will know how 
efforts to go over his head will be. 

But don’t let us make the mistake of adopting such 
practice when John is farther down the ladder. It’s 
bad practice at any time, but in such a situation it’s 
absolutely ruinous. John will feel that we are “knock- 


futile our 


ing” him to his employer, implanting a doubt as to his 
judgment—hence his competence—in the boss’s mind, 
thus deliberately putting ourselves in the way of his 
advancement. 

John, even as he is now situated, may be a bigger 
potentiality than we think he is; later he may be still 
bigger. 





Primarily Helping Ourselves 
United States 


The 


of the AMERICAN GAS ENGINEERING JOURNAL are aware, 


Fuel Administration, as readers 
now has a Bureau of Gas Plants. Thus the gas industry 
has official representation in this body which has so vital 
an influence over its well being. 

The director of the Bureau of Gas Plants, James T. 
Lynn, is essentially a gas man—one of many years’ 
experience, and versed in all the aspects of the busi- 
ness, from the lowest to the highest. He is uniquely 
situated in that he has at his fingertips a full under 
standing of all the gas industry’s problems and aspira- 
tions, yet has no individual axe to grind. 

Mr. Lynn but a short time ago retired from the gas 
business. But so prominently and influentially was he 
with it that he had not had time to free 
himself from all the strings that tied him to it. Only 


within the past two months has he been freed from the 


connected 


responsibilities of the presidency of one of the National 
gas associations. 
He felt, doubtless, that he was entitled to a rest. 


Had 


still active 


Ordinarily he would have been, but not to-day. 
he not been available some big executive 


in the industry would have had to be taken away from 
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his task. ‘Thus, in serving in his own person, Mr. Lynn 
contributes to the national welfare in two ways: He 
adds an additional worker to the nation’s man power 
and he obviates the need of taking another away from 
a task in which he is already usefully engaged. 

The American GAs ENGINEERING JOURNAL expects 
considerable benefits to the gas industry from Mr. 
Lynn’s connection with the Fuel Administration. 

But in the meantime Mr. Lynn needs assistance him- 
How 
of Gas Plants to meet the needs of the gas companies 
and to help them if it does not know what their reason- 
able requirements should be? 


self in the way of essential data. is the Bureau 


Likewise, how is it to 
justify especial priorities if it cannot show the real 
value of the services the gas companies are rendering, 
The 


What is needed is 


not in speechifying, but by figures? data now 
available in Washington is obsolete. 
live data and complete. 

The Bureau of Gas Plants is seeking to obtain this 
through a questionnaire which is being sent to all the 
gas companies in the country. The information is of 
a kind that the companies generally have on file and can 
supply with very little effort. 

Mr. Lynn has called our attention to this matter, 
and has requested us to give publicity to the desirability 
of getting these questionnaires back as promptly as 
possible. 

We are complying with his request, and feel assured 
that the companies in general will deal with the ques- 
tionnaire as he desires. Not only is there a question 
of assisting the national effort involved, but vital self- 
interest as well. 





Getting Set for a Real Effort 

\ quarter of a year has gone by and we begin to hear 
of a Fourth Liberty Loan. The fact that it promises 
to be bigger than any we have had before is encourag- 
ing, in that it indicates we are spending money at a 
faster rate, consequently are approaching nearer our 
real gait at making war. It is an index to our striking 
power, and, inasmuch as the loans are proportionately 
larger, we are approaching nearer to our maximum 
striking power. And when we reach that point there 
will not be much left of the war. 

Peace, it may truly be said, waits on the United 
States; has been waiting on it since April of last year, 
for no peace can be termed such that does not include 
that had 


we been as ready a year ago as we will be six months 


victory. It does not seem too much to say 
from now that the world would already be at peace. 
No one can say when the war’s end will come. It 
may be two years from now, and it may be sooner. 
Great things may come of the events now taking place 
in France. Then, again, there may be another pause, 
waiting for the United States to gather its full striking 


power. What is happening, however, is an inspiration. 
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Any loan now may be a I/ictory Loan. It may be 
the Fourth Loan that will earn this term—probably will 
not be—hut the citizen who has steadfastly kept up his 
subscriptions to the preceding loans cannot afford to 
take the remote chance that in failing to be in on the 
Fourth Loan up to his maximum he may fail to cap 
climax of his continued sacrifice and self-denial by a 
subscription that is ahead of all the efforts he has made 
hitherto 

Eking out a livelihood these days is not the intoxi- 
cating heyday of high compensation to all that it is to 
some. These people have felt the pinch of buying Lib- 


erty Bonds. Their period of self-denial is stretching 
out to the point where it may soon become protracted 
may tempt weariness. 

The present is no time to stop. 


the 


The hardest part of 
Ahead are the thrills and 


glories for those at home. It 


way has been traveled. 


the is the soldiers who 
have vet to face the severest ordeals. 

The Fourth Liberty Loan is our opportunity to take 
a second wind, to plunge forward harder than we have 
ever plunged yet. A good rule for the average Amer 
ican citizen, whatever his financial condition, both from 
the viewpoint of patriotism and from that of business 
sagacity, is to make his subscription to every loan from 
now on progressively greater. 

lhe end is drawing closer. There may not be many 
Liberty Loan offerings yet ahead; consequently not 
many opportunities to purchase for fifty, a hundred, or 
five hundred dollars, etc., the immense amount of self- 


satisfaction as we now can And the day is not far 


distant either when a Liberty Loan Bond at par or 


lower will be an unknown thing 


A Proposed Solution of the Gas Problem 








( ¢ miimued trom page 128 ) 


present to supply the next winter’s demands if the use 
in Kansas City is somewhat restricted 

The only workable way of 
mCcrease the pri Cc 

By the winter of 1919-1920, a supplementary artificial 
supply can be made available. 

lo increase the supply of natural gas, the Doherty 
‘interests 


restricting the use 1s to 


made improvements costing approximately 
$2,500,000 during the winter of 1917-1918. Since Feb 
10, when these were complete, the supply m Kansas 
City has increased from three to four times what it was 
during December and January 

Conditions of labor, supplies and money are such now 
that the natural gas companies are unable to make fut 
ther expenditures by securing additional capital. There 
fore, when improvements now under way are completed, 
work will be stopped unless earnings are sufficient to 
make further betterments 

The problem of supplying gas is one which must be 
looked at in the light of a permanent future supply. 
This means that we must plan on both natural and artifi 


_— 
cia! gas. 
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The following plan has been worked out as one which 
will give a permanent solution of the gas question: 

Depend on natural gas supply for the coming winter 
with a temporary rate which will restrict the use so as 
io make the supply adequate. Such should be a 
$6 per annum customer's charge, pli cents per 1,000 
cu. Tl 


rate 
is SO 
for the natural gas consumed 

lo increase the supply of natural gas, the natural gas 
ompany to use a portion of its earnings towar? new 
extensions 

The Doherty 
reaching of an 


interests to commence at the 
agreement, to install at various points 
along the pipe lines and near coal fields, various chem 
ical plants, of which artificial gas will be a by-product. 

The Doherty interests also to secure the establishment 
of a coke oven plant in or near Kansas City, with a 
capacity of 10,000,000 cu. ft. of gas per day as a by 
product, This is contingent on the ability to secure the 
location of such a plant here. 


once, on 


\ll earnings to be applied to improving the gas supply, 
both natural and artificial. The increased revenue due 
to increased charges is to be applied only to taking care 
of increased cost due to the war. None of these costs to 
be considered as capital expenditures on which earnings 
will be expected. This means that instead of building 
at present high prices and making consumers pay for 
these high prices for vears to come, they will be taken 
care of immediately out of the increased charge and the 
plants built and capitalized on the normal cost basis 

Prices shall be fixed for permanent artificial and nat 
ural gas which will be determined in a scientific way 
and which shall be very low 

\ll cities on the pipe lines are to be included in the 
plan. 

The city of Kansas City has no power at present to 
purchase or build a gas plant, because of lack of ability 
to get money. This also puts the city in a weak position 
in its dealings with the companies 

\ constitutional amendment to increase the bonding 
power of the city is the only means of remedying this 
condition. . 


300,000,000,000 cu. ft. of Town Gas Will Be 
Produced in Country in 1918 


\ppreximately 300,000,000,000 cu. ft. of gas will be 
produced in this country during 1918, excluding coke 
oven \ thousand cubic feet of gas will vield on 
e approximately 0.4 of a gallon of light oil, 
15 to 20 per cent of which will be toluol. Therefore, if 
ill the gas I roduced could be utilized in 1918, 120.000. 
000 gal. of bght oil would be recovered, yielding possi 
bly 26,000,000 gal. of toluol his would make the 
maximum recovery 2,000,000 gal. short of the minimum 


requirement 


ras 
@as. 


the averag 


[t is obviously impossible to obtain this 
maxinnum recovery. 


Many plants are too small to make 
recovery practicable. Many are 

and. ly, many 
unde 


too remote or isolated, 
unfortunate 


gas 


are obliged to produce 


such extreme legislative standards of quality 


‘hat it would be impossible to remove the light oil and 
\pproximately 4 to 6 pei 
and 30 to 
illuminating value is removed 
light oil. —!/iham H. Earle 


hry N eces 


still ma'ntain the standard 


cent of the heating value 50 per cent of the 


from the gas with the 
in Rochester Gas and Ele 
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Contra Costa Company Auth- 
orized to Sell Bond Issue 
lhe commission ha sauthorized the 

Contra Costa Gas (¢ ompany to issue 

and _ sell 


$50,000 common capital 
stock at not less than $85 per share, 
the proceeds to be used to pay in 
debtedness incurred because of cap 
ital expenditures prior to Dec. 31 
last The Costa company 
operates in Pittsburg, Antioch, Con 
cord, Martinez, Port Costa, Crockett 
and vicinity. 


Fire in Rockford Gas Plant 

Two fire alarms 
about 6 p. m., July 26, when a blaze 
was discovered in one of the tanks 
of the Rockford (IIl.) Light & 
Coke Company’s plant on von and 
Streets. The fire started in 
the tank which generates water gas, 
but confined to that structure. 
\ccording to firemen, the blaze was 
caused by sparks from the chimney 
of the tank. The damage was very 
slight 


Contra 


were rung in 


(7as, 
(;reen 


Was 


Tacoma Company Employs 
Women on Meter Repairs 
Since January the Tacoma 

Company has been employing women 


Gas 


in its meter repair department, and 
they have proved themselves excep 
tionally efficient in this work. W. A. 


Leuenberger, general manager of the 
company, says 
“They are doing the regular meter 


repair work, 
| 


; ; 
including complete re 


xcept for the diaphragm work. 
Thev handle the regular stl 
meters, grinding of valves and the 
packing boxes, including the replace 
ment of all the metal parts and sol 
dering work, in a very efficient way. 


pairs, e 


Inning 
Ipping ot 


\We started these women at $2.75 
per day, the regular rate we paid 
men apprentices in the meter shop, 


and as they are able to handle all of 
the work pertaining to meter repairs 
have increased them to $3 per day. 

“We are also employing two 
women meter readers, who are doing 
the same work per day as the men 
formerly did.” 
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New England Plants Allotted 
Coal Supply 

New England will have no lightless 

nights because of anthracite shortage 

at the gas plants in the 

and towns. 


various cities 
; \llotments and shipping 
instructions were issued recently to 
producers and distributers of anthra 


cite by the Anthracite Committee of 
the United States Fuel Administra- 
tion. The amount of anthracite to 


go to each gas company in New Eng 
land has been fixed by the Washing 
ton authorities at what it is believed 
will cover the actual requirements 


\bout fifty concerns are included 
in the allotment, and no shipments 
of anthracite into New England for 
gas manufacturing purposes may be 
made except in accordance with the 


instructions now issued. Nor may 
shipments be made to any company 
in excess of the tonnage allotted 
to it. 

The allotments to the New [ng 
land gas companies for the coal year 
1918-19 running to April 1 next 
range in amount from as little as 50 


tons, one big ( arload, to the 
New Hartford, Conn., to 


tons for the Consolidated Gas Com 


company 


90 000 


» 4 
nv al Bos on 


(othe + ¢ Mave ) al h 1 

or gas mal e allotted s 10 
( $5 £0 the pany at B igeport 

I 

( onn 21.000 | ) at Ne 
L] en, 12,000 te that at Wate1 
ur) YOOO te that at Ne Red 
ae gts 100 tons: that Pro 
dence, R. I., 15,000 tons; 
Stamford. Conn... 3.700 tons: that at 
| yungham. Mas 3.000 tons: that 
al [Lewiston Me... 2.600 tons t t 


Burlington, Vt ms, and tha 


at Keene, N. H., 


2 OO) te 


1,700 tons. 


Boston Consolidated Output 
for July 


The July output of the Boston Con 
solidated Gas Company was 431, 
524,000 cu. ft., an increase of 7.15 


per cent over July, 1917. 
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Peoples Company Finally Suc- 
ceeds in Securing Rate 
Increase 

Beginning Aug. 1 the Peoples Gas 
Light & Coke Company may increase 
rates to 
approximately 271% per cent under a 
ruling of the Illinois Public Utilities 
Commission, which was made a mat 


ts gas 


Chicago consumers 


ter of record at Springfield, IIL, 
July 31. 
The increase under the order is 


to remain in force for a period of one 
vear and is a war emergency rate. 
It was given by a divided commis 
sion Commissioner Walter A. 
Shaw, of Evanston, and Frank H. 
link, of Bloomington, dissented on 
the ground that the increase is too 
The company was granted 
practically the increase it had asked, 
it having been for a 30 per cent up 
turn. 

The new rates announced by the 
commission, together with present 
rates and the increase which had 
been asked by the company, are as 


a | . 
POLOWS = 


yreat. 


Present Rate 
Rate Granted Rate Asked 
Primary rate 38 . %0 9] 
secondary ite BY 65 9] 
ertiarv rate 65 LQ) De 
Phe la ve increase in tertiary rates, 
reer than was asked by the com 
ny, is determined | the com 
ssion, bec 1S¢ it desired to | ad a 
re part of the advance upon big 
msumers of gas manufac ng 
ce 
The company will be enabled to 
illect approximately $4.700,.000 
ore a veal during the next year un 
der the new rates. Under the pres- 
ent rates the monthly bill to consum 


the 
For large 
heavier. 


$s costs $19.05. 


ers for 5.000 ft. is $3.55: under 
new rates it will be $4.40. 
consumers the increase is 
Now 100.000 ft. of 
\'nder the new rates the monthly bill 
for this amount of gas will be $74.10. 
The rate increase, it was said, was 
granted on the ground that the gas 
company is operating at a loss under 


ry 
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huge war costs, and it was held prob 
able that the opinion will contain a 
clause which will provide for a re 
fund of money paid on bills if a later 
investigation shows the temporary 
rate is too high. 

Commissioner Shaw, who was in 
. the hearing of testimony, 
discuss his dissenting 
The 
for the increase was signed by 
Chairman Dempsey, Fred E. Sterling 
and Patrick J. Lucey, the other mem 
bers of the commission 
indicated that 
commission’s order will be = chal 


charge ot 
declined to 
its filing 


opinion in advance ot 


order 


It was the State 


is supposed a fight will 


lenged It 
arise out of the city’s contention that 
the fixing of gas rates is a matter for 
the aldermen rather than the State 
utilities board This dispute over au 
thoritv has never been finally adjudi 
cated. 

However, the city was represented 
by its counsel during the hearing be 
fore the State board, and he actively 
participated in the presentation of 
evidence. Plans laid for the 
calling of an immediate joint session 
of the gas litigation and gas, oil and 
electric light committees of the city 
council to consider action. The fil 
ing of a suit in the Circuit Court 
here to enjoin enforcement of the or 
der was mentioned as a possibility. 

In August, 1917, the gas company 
entered into a one-year rate contract 
with the city, agreeing to a schedule 
of rates. Within six months they 
were compelled to go to the utility 
commission and that a 30 
cent advance be granted. 


were 


ask per 


In the hearing on the petition the 
| owed th it the cost of oil 


and all othe products having to do 
ith the manufacture of gas, as well 
is the expense of the operation, had 


o increased that the company was 
perating heavy loss. It was in 
ted t ta receivership faced the 
ce D nie it got relief 
lf r ¢ stands the © com 
pan € ri€ to climb « it of its 
linat Boet s H Sulliva 
ittorne he company, told ie 
commission that under the old rates 
the compat is running behind at 
the rate of $4.000.000 a vear The 


new rate gives the company an added 


ipproximately $4,700,000 


en 


income oO 
a vear 
Donald R 
commission’s 
cree can readily be attacked in t 
courts. He said: 

“And that on gas litigation to de 
cide what course of action the city 


Rich 
de 


he 


Special Counsel 


berg declared the 
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will pursue. Without going into the 


merits of the increase in any way, the 
commission’s jurisdiction is a matter 


which may be seriously questioned 
“The city’s right 


ght to regulate gas 


g 
and in the contract 
the 


rates is certain, 
entered into by 
\ugust, 1917, it 
city 


gas company in 
agreed to submit to 
In additon to this, 
commission, | has 


may grant any 


regulation. 


the believe, no 


powers whereby it 
such emergency rates 


Interstate Company Allowed 
Increase on Minimum Bills 


and Surcharge 
The Public 


Indiana 


Service Commission of 
just granted authority 
to the Interstate Public Service Com 
pany 


has 
to add a surcharge to all gas 
bills at Shelbyville and to increase its 
minimum bills. The follows: 

lhe Interstate 
Company filed 
commission 


order 
Public Service 
a petition with the 
asking a surcharge or 
y increase in its gas rate 
at the city of Shelbyville, Ind., of 25 
cents per 1,000 cu. ft. of gas sold, and 
for authority to increase its mini 
from 25 to 50 


temporary 


mum rate cents. 


The commission having heard the 
evidence, and being fully advised in 
the premises, found that the present 
rates, tolls and charges of the com 
pany were wholly inadequate and in 
sufficient to properly operate and 
maintain the plant, and to pay a re 
and to take 


care of the item of depreciation 


turn on the investment 


The commission therefore author 
ized the company to file a supple 
mental schedule to their schedule 


now on file, increasing the minimum 


rate for artificial gas from 25 


cents 


per month to 50 cents per month, and 
ilso to add a surcharge or emergency 
ite of 25 cents per month per 1,000 
u. ft. of gas consumed. This sup 


plemental schedule shall become ef 
fective five days after filing, and shall 
continue in force and effect until the 
further orders of the Pi Service 
Commissi Indiana. This order 
iy disturb the basic 
adds 

surcharge or 
ce care of the in 
creased cost of operation, and effect 
ive only until the further order of the 
commission. 


tblic 
ssion of 
does not in any 
rate now existing, but simply 
thereto a tem] 


emergency rate to tal 


Tue Consotipatep Gas COMPANY 
declared the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 134 per cent, payable Sept. 
15 to stock of record Aug. 7. 
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Newport Company Files New 
Schedule of Rates 


The Newport (R. I.) Gas Light 
Company recently filed with the 
State public utilities commission in 
Providence a new schedule of rates, 
to become effective Sept. 1. This 


provides that the gross price ot 
shall be 


1 
WhO pay 


sas 
per 1,000 ft $1.46 lo con 
their bills before 
the tenth of the month the discount 
remains as at present, 10 cents, mak 
ing the net price $1.35 per 1,000, i1 


stead of $1.10 as at present 
l-or mechanical and street lighting 
g g 


purposes the new price will be $1.45 


pel L000 ft less a discount Ot 
cents, or $1.10 net he price fo 
pre-payment meters will be $1.35 per 


1,000. The tormer prices are $1.20 
ross and $1 net for 


1 
mechanical pur 


poses and $1.10 for pre-payment 

meters 
In hling the new schedules the 
company gives out the following 
g 


statistics as in the increase in cost 


I 


production, which is the ground for 
] +] ,. £ of 

iskiIng the approval of the commis 

sion tor the advance in rates: 


“The price of coal delivered along 
side wharf in 1917 was 


$0.85—this vear $6.65 per ton Phi 


$4.50 and 
year, during the ice embargo, we paid 


S9 to $11.30 per ton, so that average 


of increased cost would exceed the 
$1.50 per ton as estimated.”’ 
INCREASED PRICES 


10,000 tons. at $1.50 per ton S] 


A 
300,000 gal. oil., at 


I 

ral. 14.130 
axes il ease 2 OOO 
Labor increase, 40 pe cen 10.000 
\late | fo epair yy OOO 

$46,1 

( )y >) ents pet 1.000 On esti ( 

150.000 000 


Higher Rate for Malden, Mel- 
rose and Medford 


{yas 1n Malden, Melrose. 
Mass., and near u 


; | - 
l irD) ipurbDs, i De 


in price on \ug r. ac 


increased 


cording to announcement made by 


the Malden & Melrose Gas Light 
Company. After that date house 
holders will have to pay a net in 
crease of 20 cents per 1,000 The 
new price will be $1.25 per 1,000, 


with a 5 per cent discount for pay- 
ment within ten days. This 
second increase in a year 


is the 
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Southern Counties Company 
to Supply Harbor District 
The Southern Counties Gas Com- 

pany was granted a franchise to sup- 

ply natural gas to the harbor dis- 
trict July 26. As a condition of 
granting the permit, the council re- 
quired the company to serve the do 


mestic consumers; subject to the 
usual requirements safeguarding 


them from discontinuance of service 


in case of shortage of gas. 


Ample Supply of Boiler Gas 
for Dallas Expected 
Reassurance from the Lone Star 
Gas Company that an ample supply 
of gas for boiler purposes during the 
coming winter is expected by the 
Dallas (Texas) Gas Company short- 
ly, Henry C. Morris, general mana- 
ger, asserted. A plentiful supply has 
been promised for residence heating 
and cooking, but nothing on indus- 
trial supplies has been issued. 
Fearing a shortage of commercial 
gas, many concerns are buying large 
supplies of coal to fire their boilers 
during the cold spells. 


Pipe Lines Sold at Auction 
—Will Be Torn Up 

Che sale of the pipe line of the Ap- 
plecreek (Ohio) & Fredericksburg 
Gas Company at public auction in 
referee’s court recently means that 
the two towns will lose their gas 
service. 

The pipe lines are to be torn up 
immediately by H. Goldthwaite, the 
purchaser, and the pipe will be sold. 

rhe sale took place in the office 
of Judge J. O. Fritz, with George W. 
Palmer acting as auctioneer. There 
were four active bidders, but Gold- 
thwaite, who lives at Marion, Ind., the 
home of the principal stockholders in 
the company, outbid all of them and 
bought the pipe as they are in the 
ground for $8,000 

he lines had 
$7,203.38. 

The months an- 
nounced its intention of selling the 
pipe in order to get money to pay a 
part of its debts. Residents of the 
two towns brought suits restraining 
the company from dismantling its 
plant, and after a hearing Judge 
Critchfield decided that the pipes 
should remain in the ground for a 
year during which time territory in 
that vicinity might be developed and 
a new supply of gas found. 

The company’s claim was that its 


been ap} raised at 


company 


wanes 
d?O 


AMERICAN GAS 





source of supply was exhausted and 
that it was unable to purchase gas to 
furnish to its patrons. 

The bankruptcy proceedings fol- 
lowed. A restraining order was is- 
sued in Federal court recently, which 
enjoined any person from interfering 
with the tearing up of the lines if 
the pipe was sold. This injunction 
proceeding was in a higher court and 
had precedence over the former de- 
cision. The order made by Judge 
Critchfield was dismissed in covgt, 
so that there is nothing now to pre- 
vent Mr. Goldthwaite from going 
ahead and removing the pipe, both in 
the village streets of Applecreek and 
Fredericksburg and in the country. 

He plans to have this work started 
immediately. 

The company secured its supply of 
gas from the Eyman well, which is 
no longer a producer. Only a small 
amount of gas has been furnished 
for many months. 


F. P. Grosscup Re-Elected 
President of West Virginia 
Natural Gas Association at 
Annual Convention 

The following officers and directors 
were elected at the Huntington con- 
vention of the West Virginia Natural 
Gas Association, July 24 and 25, 
1918: President, Hon. Fred Paul 
Grosscup, of Charleston; vice-presi- 
dent, W. H. South, of Morgantown; 
secretary-treasurer, Edwin Robinson, 
ot Fairmont; directors, O. E. 
Swartz, Fairmont; J. E. 
Salem; James Fitzgerald, Weston; 
H. A. Wallace, Charleston: J. C. 
Stitt, West Union, and Joseph Nes- 
tor, Wheeling 


Trainer, 


St. Paul Company Devises 
Means to Use Surplus Gas 


Che St. Paul Gas Light Company 
has devised means to use surplus gas 
at the Minnesota -By-Product Coke 
Company plant, Hamline. 

Mr. manager of the gas 
company, said that the burning of the 
surplus gas f 


( “ross, 


rom the coke plant as 
fuel for the electric power plant will 
have no effect on the gas odors com 
plained of by residents near the coke 
plant. 

The gas company has installed fix 
tures under the boilers of the electric 
plant to burn the gas from the coke 
plant, and will have the plan in oper- 
ation shortly. 

Commissioner O. E. Keller wrote 
Mr. Cross, suggesting that prevention 





ENGINEERING JOURNAL 137 





of wasted gas at the coke plant might 
enable reduction in the price of gas 
and also do away with or minimize 
the fumes which 
assert 


Hamline residents 
caused illness and dis 


comfort to them. 


have 


Clogged Sewer Causes Turbine 
to Be Flooded 


The Alliance (Ohio) Gas & Power 
Company had an unpleasant experi- 
ence July 25, when a sewer leading 
from the basement became clogged, 
allowing water to fill the basement 
to a height of about 21% ft. and al- 
most putting out of commission sev- 
eral turbine engines used on the 
vacuum and condensing plants. It 
was stated that a few minutes more 
time would have proven disastrous 
for the lighting plant, but firemen 
were hurriedly rushed to the scene 
and pumped two streams of water, 
relieving the situation. One of the 
company’s pumps was also kept in 
operation. 


Commerce Board Recom- 
mends Rate of $1.07 as Fair 
Rate for New Bedford 


A finding that, 
creased cost of production brought 
about by wage increases and cost 
prices, the New Bedford Gas & 
Edison Light Company was en 
titled to receive an 
rates, was handed in to the State 
commission by the special com 
mittee of the board of 
appointed to investigate. 

The statement to the board ot 
gas commissioners follows: 

“On May 14, 1918, the board of 
gas and electric light commission 
ers authorized the New Bedford 
Gas & Edison Light Company to 
increase, from 90 cents to S1 (net) 
per 1,000 cu. ft., the price of gas 
manufactured and sold in the city 
of New Bedford, to cont 
the duration of the war, unless in 
the meantime otherwise ordered 
upon complaint or petition as pro 
vided by law, or upon the board’s 


own motion after notice and a pub 
] 


because of 1n- 


increase 1n 


commerce 


inue for 


ic hearing. The company has now 
filed with the board of gas and 
electric light commissioners a pe- 
tition in which it asks that the 
board authorize a further increase 
from $1 to $1.15 (net) per 1,000 
cu. ft., basing its petition upon the 


additional 
revenue to mect increased costs of 
material 


necessity of providing 


and increases in wages 


tf 
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granted by the company in June, 
1918. 

“As soon as this petition was 
filed, the board of commerce ap- 
plied to the officials of the com- 
pany for authority to examine its 
records covering past perform- 
his authority was prompt- 
ly and courteously given. From 
the evidence submitted by the 
company to the commission, sup- 
plemented by information  ob- 
tained from the company’s rec- 
ords, the board of commerce has 
made a careful analysis of the ef- 
fects of the operation based on sale 
of gas at 90 cents, $1 and $1.15 per 
1,000 cu. ft. These figures were 
fully considered by the board of 
directors of the board of com- 
merce on July 22, and the board 
then voted that it was of the opin- 


ances. 


ion that, based on the present 
scale of wages and the present 


prices paid for materials entering 
into the manufacture of gas, the 
company does not require addi- 
tional revenue whicl would be de- 
rived from the sale of gas at $1.15 
per 1,000 cu. ft. The board of di- 
rectors therefore voted to oppose 
the granting of authority to the 
gas company to increase its price 
to a figure which shall allow pay- 
ment of increased dividends or 
any increase in the company’s sur- 
plus, and for any period in excess 
of one year. 

“The increase in wages granted 
by the company in June amounts 
to approximately $1,713.57 month- 
ly. The company is selling ap- 
proximately: 746,560,600 cu. ft. of 
gas per year. An analysis of the 
results obtained during the first 
five months of the present calendar 
year shows that, based on the 
scale of wages made effective in 
June and the scale of prices paid 
for materials to and including the 
last of May, 1918, the company is 
suffering a deficit of about $4,190 
monthly. In other words, under 
present operating conditions the 
company requires, in order to en- 
able it to pay dividends on the 
same basis as during the past year, 
to pay the interest on its bonded 
and floating indebtedness and to 
make the same allowance for de- 
preciation and obsolescence as dur 


ing the past year, additional in- 
come of $4,190 per month more 


than it can obtain based on the 
sale of gas at $1 per 1,000 cu. ft. 
To make up that deficit the com 
pany must sell gas at the rate of 
$1.067 per 1,000 cu. ft. 
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“The 
lieves that the company should be 
permitted to derive from its busi 


board of 


commerce be- 


sufficient 
reasonable 


ness revenue to pay a 
return upon its invest 
ed capital, after payment of all le 
gitimate operating and other ex- 
penses. It is opposed to the 
granting of any increase in rate 
which shall enable the company to 
pay greater dividends than were 
paid during the past year, or to in- 
crease its surplus or to charge off 
any greater amount for deprecia- 
tion and obsolescence than 
charged during the past year. 
board of commerce believes that 
the company is entitled, under 
present operating conditions, at 
the earliest possible moment to a 
substantial increase in the price of 
its gas. The board does not pre- 
sume to state what that increase 
shall be, but simply points out to 
the commission that, in order to 
obtain sufficient revenue to pay 
dividends on basis of $1 per share, 
to pay its interest charges and to 
make an allowance for deprecia- 
tion and obsolescence on the gas 
property of $40,800, it requires, 
based on the present level of 
wages and material, an increase of 
$0.067 per 1,000 cu. ft. This 
increase will enable the company 
to meet all operating and over- 
head charges, and will not permit 
it to increase its surplus. 


Was 


The 


“The company has increased its 
wages very materially, and it will 
probably find it necessary in the 
ncar future to pay higher prices 
for the various materials entering 
into the manufacture of gas. The 
company has evidence 
here that its present contract for 
oil, for which it pays 8 cents per 


stated in 


gallon, will soon expire, and that 
it anticipates being obliged to pay 
10 cents per gallon thereafter. An 
increase of 2 cents per gallon in 
the price of oil will result in an in- 
crease in the cost of manufactur- 
ing gas of about 5 cents per 1,000 
cu. ft. If the company is obliged 
to meet this advance, it must, of 
course, be allowed to obtain suff 
cient additional revenue to cover. 
No one—the commission, the gas 
company nor the board of com 
can anticipate what with 
any degree of accuracy it will cost 
to manufacture gas one month or 


merce 


six months from this date. It is 
incumbent upon the commission 
to decide what rate shall meet 


these requirements and exigencies. 
The figures which the board of 
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commerce has prepared and_ sub- 
mitted to the commission in this 
case conclusively show that, based 
on the present scale of prices, the 
company does not require $1.15 to 
pay its legitimate operating 
overhead expenses, but 
does require $1.067 per 1,000 cu 
ft. It is operating at a 
and will continue to so operate un- 
til it has received authority to in 
crease the price of its gas 


and 
that it 


now loss 


“At the last 


of commerce 


hearing the board 
presented to the 
commission figures which showed 
that the company required ap- 
proximately $1.03 per 1,000 cu. ft 
to cover conditions then existing 
The commission did not see fit to 
grant such an increase, but in 
stead allowed the company only $1 
per 1,000 cu. ft. Not taking into 
consideration the increase in 
wages which were granted in June, 
the price of $1.03 per 1,000 cu. ft 
would have enabled the company 
to operate without suffering a de- 
ficit. The board of commerce 
points out that the company is op 
erating at a loss and that to meet 
that deficit it will require an in- 
crease of $1.067 per 1,000 cu. ft. 
It is important that the company 
be protected as far as possible and 
that it be given authority to charge 
a price that will enable it to oper- 
zte without a 


possible 


loss at the earliest 
moment. ‘Therefore, the 
board of commerce respectfully 
urges the commission to give the 
petition of 
prompt 
der its 
earliest 


the gas compan. 
consideration and to rei 
decision thereon at the 


practicable date 


Council Denies Increase Asked 
by Sturgis Company 


The city council has decided to re 
fuse to grant the Sturgis ( Mich.) G 
Company an advance in rates. It 
was proposed that a thorou l 
of the company’s books was neces 


sary to see whether or not the com 
pany was losing money operating at 
the old rates, but the cost of an ex- 
pert accountant was so much that 


the city dec ided it could not afford to 

pay half, and as the gas company re 
i ; b 

fused to pay the other half the mat 


ter was dropped 


board 
of public works to purchase a calor 
meter with which to test the quality 


The council authorized the 


of the gas. 
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Quantity of Gas Coal Secured 
by Lincoln Company 

C.S. Morgan, of the Logan Coun- 
ty Gas Company, returned from 
Chicago July 25 and announced that 
he was successful in negotiating for 
700 tons of gas coal. Two thousand 
tons can be stocked here, so the com 
parison is quite small. 

Mr. Morgan is trying to supply 
the demand which is the 
only substitute for anthracite, which 
cannot be obtained in central or 
southern Illinois. Only a few coun- 
ties will be allowed to obtain anthra- 
cite in the northern part of the State, 
which maintains industrial plants 
equipped only for hard coal. 


{< 7? ee ke, 


Portland Company Offers 
Stock to Public 


Opportunity has been given by the 
Portland Gas & Coke Company to the 
people of Oregon to acquire a limited 
amount of the company’s 7 per cent 
preferred stock as a desirable invest- 
ment. Recently shareholders were 
permitted to subscribe pro rata for 
the additional issue of $250,000 of 
preferred stock for the company’s 
capital expenditure needs to meet the 
demand of increasing business and 
the small portion unsubscribed for is 
now available to the public for in 
vestment purposes. The new stock 
is to be sold at par and may be bought 
on installment payments yielding in- 
terest on all money so paid in. The 
company regularly pays 7 per cent 
dividends on its outstanding pre- 
ferred stock, and its financial condi 
tion is such that dividends are as- 
cured for the future on the additional! 
issue of stock as well as on the shares 
now out. 


Minster to Secure Supply from 
New Knoxville Field 


Litigation between the village of 
Minster, Ohio, and the New Bremen 
& Minster Gas Company is at an end, 
to all intents and purposes, and now 
needs only the disposition of final de 
tails. The litigation started as a re 
sult of the announced intention of 
the gas company to take up gas lines 
that supplied fuel from the Mercer 
County field. 

The village of Minster brought in- 
junction proceedings to restrain the 
New Bremen & Minster Gas Com- 
pany from removing the pipes and 
shutting off the gas supply. The case 


has been hanging fire for some time 
and had not come to issue, for the 
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that constant efforts were 
made to effect an adjustment mutu 
ally satisfactory. 

At a 


council 


reason 


later meeting the Minster 
the attorneys to 


withdraw the injunction proceedings, 


authorized 


as other arrangements had _ been 
made. 

Gas will be procured from the 
New Knoxville field at a price to 
consumers the same as that given 


the Wapakoneta Gas Company un 
der the terms of a 
passed recently. 


new ordinance 

The council of New 
ill probably take similar 
action in the matter of securing gas 
supply from the New 
at 50 cents per 1,000. 


Bremen wv 


Knoxville field 


Grand Ledge Rates Advanced 


After examining the books of the 
Grand Ledge ( Mich.) Gas Company, 
and deliberating the matter for some 
time, the city council decided that the 
company to continue must ask a 
higher rate, and the company has 
decided that beginning Aug. 1 the 
gas rate becomes $2 per 1,000 cu. ft., 
with a discount of 10 per cent paid 
on or before the fifteenth. The mini- 
mum meter rate has been set at 75 
cents per month. 
is the result of 
freight, wages, etc. 


The increased rate 
advance on coal, 
, With which other 
cities have had to compete in similar 
manner. 


Norwich Company Wants to 
Increase Rates 

The Norwich (N. Y.) Gas & Elec 

tric Company has filed with the pub 

lic service tariff 

increase in the veneral 

s from $1.70 to $1.95 per 


commission a new 
schedule for 
rate for ga 


1,000 cu. ft 


Increase Granted Texarkana 
Company 

The city council met in adjourned 

session July 30, to consider the peti 

tion of the Southwestern Gas & Elec 

tric Company, 


tor 


rates on 


lexarkana, Texas, 
the 
cents to 40 


permission to increase 


gas from 30 cents per 
1.000 ft. An ordinance granting the 
increase was passed the first time and 
placed on second reading. 

Mayor Kelley stated to the council 
that he wanted the council, while 
dealing with this matter, to deal 
squarely and justly with both the 
public utilities and the public, and to 
act with deliberation and 
thought. 


W. L. Wood, Jr., 


fore 


manager of the 









company, addressing 


the council. 
stated that the people 


f Texarkana 
want gas for their houses and plenty 
of gas. 

rhe take 
thirty days after final passage. 


ordinance is to effect 


Uniform Plan for Natural Gas 
Accounts to Be Discussed 
. J. Joy ce, chief of the 


he bureau of 
accounts and 


Pub- 
lic Service Commission of Pennsvl 
vania; E. N. Hannan, auditor of the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. 
and H. EF. Hease, chief accountant 
of the Public Service Commission of 
West Virginia, held a conference 
July 15 in the Fort Pitt Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., to discuss uniform classi 
fication of accounts for natural gas 
companies in the States they repre- 
sent. Plans for the uniform classi 
fication prepared by the accountants 
of the Public Service Commission of 
Pennsylvania will be reviewed, 
which the commission hopes will be 
adopted by other States. 

A second conference will be held 
later between the representatives of 
the Natural Association of 
America and the individual compa- 
nies operating gas properties in the 
three States. The matter has fre- 
quently been discussed, but this is the 
first definite practical step in that 
direction. 


statistics of the 


Gas 


Carlinville Company Secures 
Increase 

The State board of public utilities 
granted an increase in gas rates to 
the Madison County Light & Power 
Company, which dates from July 1. 

The company filed last November 
a petition with the commission ask- 
ing for an i 
$2.75 per 


increase in gas 
1.000 cu. ft.. 


rates to 
and the in- 
per 1,000. The 
meters is put at 


dustrial rate 
minimum rate for 


to $2 


20 cents per month. 
The old rate is $1.40 per 1,000 with 
discounts 


City of Ironwood Offered Gas 
Plant 


Ironwood, Mich., is 
an opportunity to purchase 
the local gas plant, and to purchase 
it at a bargain price, if it so desires. 

The gas outfit has had a precari- 
ous existence, and one which has 
far from satisfactory to its 
patrons, ever since it was established 
by Messrs. Fyfe and Wallace, this 
notwithstanding the fact that it has 


The city of 
offered 


been 
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always been a paying proposition up 
to a couple of years ago, when the 
war was responsible for the boost 
ing of costs excessively, with no cor- 
responding increase in rates 

lhe men who installed the plant 
originally were evidently stock pro 
than legitimate in 


° +1 ° 
moters rathet 


is much unsavory 
+] 


in connection wit 


vestors, and there 


1 the sale 
stock and bonds of the gas 
company The bringing of this into 
the limelight a little over a vear 
resulted in 


the Union Trust Company, 


the taking over of 
plant hy 
of Detroit, 

ind the plant has 
direction of this trust com 


under order of the courts 


been condu ted 


under the di 


pany ever since ‘nder the present 


excessive costs 


l 
the plant has not 


been paving expenses tor some time 


past, and 
by the trust company, under a court 


Was advertised for sale 


1° 


> 
ordet his sale took place at Bes 


I 

semer on July 9, but previous to the 

scale a party of the bondholders from 
ie lower part of the State visited 


looked over conditions. 


1 
he 
the city and 


hey expressed themselves as very 
well satisfied, and gave people to un 
derstand that they would bid in the 


1 


] “TO 
plant, birt hen the aie occurred 


ed to respond, and the plant 
Trust Com 


sufficient amount to cover 


they fail 
was bid in by the Union 
pany fora 
the outstanding indebtedness 
( July 16 Manager Oscar John- 
son rec eived a message from the 
trust company ordering him to close 
down the pl: 
than noon of 
With 
iy 


1 
convemence that ne ciosing 


int immediately, not 
that day. 


realization of the 


mpany, 
that they would sell the gas plant, 
including all mains, apput 
and the franchise for $10,000, and to 
this the Mayor immediately 
that the offer was accepted. 
His acceptance of the offer to sell 
the plant was purely personal, but it 
is his intention, if the city so desires, 
to turn over to it the gas plant at the 
price he has agreed to pay for it. 


tenances 


1 


wired 
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[f the city does not wish to purchase 
it, he will keep it himself. 

The gas plant is just eight vears 
old, the first gas having been turned 
into the mains July 5, 1910. The in 
ventory value of the plant is not on 
file in the office, but the original cost 

~~ com OF TS 
is to day would 


S70.000, 


Princeton Utilities Company 
Authorized to Issue $60,000 
in Bonds and Stock 


Service Commission 
entered an order 
| tilities Com 


S60 O00 


‘ton, Ind 
directed to 

1 eens ‘ . oe 
eged property of the 
by Edwyn Watts, an 


in Indiana the public service 


company ma 


I 


engineer, who has done much 


ry refer 
ne rere 
to \Ir 


pany 


commission was created. 
: commission 


the com 


lhe 


Utilities 
Ind., filed 
Pot 

lic service 
alleges tl 
chises, 


generation, and that it is essential 
that provision ade for the in 
stallation of some other system of gas 
generation. The company further 
asks for authority to issue $40,000 of 
its 6 per cent bonds secured by a first 
mortgage on its property for the pur- 
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pose of providing funds with which 
to install an improved method or sys 
tem of 
such 


gas generation, and to make 
extensions and betterments as 
may be deemed necessary or proper. 
lhe petition 


; 
pany, however 


‘- ° 1 
was denied. The com 
was authorized to is 
$40,000 par value of its 6 per 


~ bonds 1m 


sue 


{ 1 O95 
rst mot LS20.000 


Compa 
vided, 
bonds 


1; 


condition 


U. G. I. May Increase Rates 
\n advance of the price of gas in 
hear ay: 


nhnia tror 
petiiel d I 


1 4 
1 + 
L000 cu t 


necessary, 


Dover Rates Increased 
jas consumers of Dover, N. H 


re @Stabdil hed 
for a period 


unless otherwise ordere 


pany n i 
by the commission 
six months, 
before the expiration of that period 

The great majority of consumers 
will come in the first class, where a 
gross rate of $1.55 per 1,000 and a 
net rate of $1.45 has been fixed; 


Oo! 


j 








Commission Authorizes 


f 
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000 ft. and upward, $1.25 gross 
nd $1.15 net, as against a gross of 
1.12 and a net of $1 under the old 
20,000 to 30,000 ft. consump- 
on are $1.45 gross and $1.35 net. 
The public service 
wind that the Twin State company 
d been operating at a loss in 1917, 


Reo « 


commission 


d that its deficit had been increas- 

during the first five months of 
while a deficit of more than 
100 was estimated for the last half 


1S, 


1918. An effort was accordingly 
ide to establish an equitable sched- 


that would enable the 
pany to operate without loss dur- 
yr the war 


e ot rates 


emergency. 


In- 
crease for Oregon 
Company 


Phe Oregon Pubdlic Ser_vice Con 
ssion has approved the (regon 


is & 


ation for 


electric Company's recent ap 
an increase in rates for 
| (;rants 

Here 
rendered 
LOoo 


» “¢ 
IR ¢ sedoure, 


id Ashland 


] 
1 
| 
! 


is supplied to 
iss, Medford at 
ter ] 
the basis of $1.20 
e first 
000 for the next 7, 
10 per 1,000 fo1 
ft.. subject to a discount of 10 


1.000 cu. ft. if 


monthly bills wall be 


per for 
5.000 cu. ft. used, $1.70 per 
500 cu. ft., and 


the next 32,500 


ents per { paid on or 


fore the tenth of 
the month in 


1 41 " 1 
the month Touow 


which the gas is 


ed. The minimum charge is $1] 

er month The percentage of in 

ease nN ates 1s ippro itel 
1/5 per cent 


Wisconsin Rates Increased 
War prices of gas in Winona, 
linn . became effe tive \ug ] The 
Minnesota Light & Power 


isconsin 


y 
- y 1 
mpany informed ne Winona 
: ] 4 + . . ” 
uncil that, ewing to the increased 
St OL | bo 1 ( ils and 8) d ( 
1 : 
lin genera the corpo it10 S 
| 1 ~ 
velled to ncre se the rate ras 





Lawrence Company Wants 


Higher Rate 


wrence ( Mass.) Gas Light 
\ug. 5 filed a petition with 
e board of gas and 
mmissioners asking that it 


light 
be al 
wed to increase its price to the con- 


electric 


mer above the present charge of 
cents per 1,000 cu. ft. 
erating costs are given as a rea- 
n. No hearing date has yet been 


Soaring 
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Franchise Tax of $1,870.80 
for 3 Months Paid by Paw- 
tucket Company 


Franchise tax for the quarter end 
ing June 30 was received by J. Ellis 
White, city treasurer of Pawtucket, 
BE. &:: \ug. l, fr 1e Pawtucket 
Gas C to Si, 


S7TO.8O. 


ompany amounting 


Gas Well Found Near Farm- 
ington 
Officials of the 


Company re] 


Union Oil & Gas 
striking gas at 


whic h 


OT ted 


more than 100 used the 


sand 20 ft. in the « ising near Farm 
ington, Utah \ 1214-th. casing 1 


being put down which, at 280 ft., 11 
is proposed to “cement in” 
the well being blown out. 


to prevent 


Pennsylvania Company Raises 
Rates 
\ schedule of new 


has been tiled 


and higher rates 
the public service 
commission by the T. W. Phillips 
Gas & Oil ¢ ny, which supplies 
parts of All \rmstrong, But 
ler, Clarion, Jetferson and West 
ind Counties Pa: The new 


rates, which apply only to large 


Oulp 
i 


i 


eghenvy, 


more] 
con 
sumers, are 36 cents per 1,000 for 


HOO.000 cu ft. in anv ¢ 


the first rt. l me 


cents for the next 500.000 
1,000 there 


l cent per 1,000 


and 30 cents per 


- 
f 


Manitowoc Granted 25 Per 
Cent Increase 


(gas rates in the city of Manito 
voc, Vis are hoosted 20) to 25 ner 
cent by decisi handed down by 


the State railroad rate commission 


\lanitowe "ie 


Gas 






unt of Pas is used or not. 


he decision the commission 
1,000 cu. ft. of gas as 
the price, this price prevailing up to 
10.000 cu. tt. From L0,000 to 
$1.50 per 1,000; 


rate $1.40; 


used. 
20,000 the rate is 


from 20,000 to 30,000, 


from 30,000 to 200,000, rate $1.30, 
and over 200,000 cu. 
$1.20. 


ft. per month, 
These prices are gross. 
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Brockton Announces Another 


Increase 

lhe Brockton ( Mass.) Gas Light 
Company announced July 31 another 
the The 
price, into ef 
fect about four months ago, is $1.40 
per 1,000. net. he price, ef 
fective \ug. 1, is $1.60 per 1,000 net, 
$1 


increase in price of 


which 


rac 
gas. 


present went 


new 


or 70 1f the bill is not paid within 
ten days. 


Bureau of Gas Plants Sends 
Out Questionnaires 

James T. Lynn, director of the 
Bureau of Gas Plants of the United 
I‘uel Adminstration, has sent 
‘questionnaire”’ dated 
gas company in the 
United States, with the request that 
it be filled out and returned at the 
earliest possible moment. 


tates 


and _ lette1 
July 24 to ever) 


This bureau was formed about a 
month ago and has been asked to fur- 
nish some data necessary for the im 
conservation of fuels. The 


figures obtainable in Washington are 
SO old as to be of little or 


mediate 


no value 
at the present time, consequently it is 
necessary to gather this data for their 
own use, and at once. The letter and 
questionnaire are given below: 
“The questionnaire enclosed here 
with calls for necessary data to en 
able the of Plants to 


recommend certain rules, regulations 


) : 
Bureau 


(;as 
and orders for gas companies, as it 
is imperative that all fuels 
conserved. 
“If any question cannot be 
swered in Space allotted attach sepa 
ta cl 2 : 


rate sheet of paper, placing line nur 
ber in front of explanation 

‘This is one of the most important 
bureaus of the United States Fue 
\dministration, and I bespeak yout 
hearty co-operation bv requesting 
hat vou fall out the questionnaire and 
( n to me in official envelope en 
closed at the very earliest possible 





‘Bureau of Gas Plants.” 


United States Fuel Administration 
BUREAU OF GAS PLANTS 
Confidential 


Note: Each 
ed 


uestion must be an- 


If information asked for can- 
supplied 


give reason in 


each 
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When 


tons” of 


ase Please use typewriter. 


reporting tons use “short 


000 pounds. The enclosed return en- 
postage. All re- 


confidential 


velope requires no 


1 


plies are held 


orting company 
NOE) oi ccaeasue xs 
oo eee ee 


cal oftice 


Legal Requirements as to Quality 
Under Which You Are Now 
Operating 


Illuminating power 
B.t.u.’s per 
sales 


« 


tieating value... 


Increase of gas Over 
ee 


i ee» 


pre- 
Estimate for 


yous 


Gas Manufactured 


prasanieaterca ut aa anaes M. Cu. Ft. 
7. Carburetted Water 
M. Cu. Ft 
Oil gas ere rerre es ms me CS 
Total gas manufactured... 
M. Cu. Ft 
(Gas volumes should be reported 
corrected to 60 Fahr. and 30” 
\ otherwise record- 


6. Coal gas 


Gas 


deg 
, 

lercury, unless 
In practice.) 


.-M. Cu. Ft 


purchased.. 


Gas purchased 

Kind and from whom 
..M. Cu, Ft 

Gas sold, fuel and light..M. Cu. Ft 
sold, industrial.....M. Cu. Ft 

Total sold... eM. Cu, Ft 


tate number of large 
| 


{sas 
gas 
industrial 


fuel gas contracts made this year 


Estimated aggregate an- 


nual consumption. .M. Cu. Ft 


Unaccounted for gas....M. Cu. Ft. 
Unaccounted for gas 
| 


"naccounted for gas.. 


per mile of main reduce: 


Coal Gas Manufacture, Materials Used 


zed eee 


It. per ton carbonized. 


per M 


..-tons 


gals... 9a 
" coke 
ar M 
. bituminous 
or M. 
bituminous... 
or M 
COME. ss 0s 
ts dee per M. 
Boiler fuel, anthracite.... 


lbs. per M. 


oceee Come 
Jae eee 
cone ec tOme 


oc ee SORS 


Carburetted Water Gas and Oil Gas 
Manufacture, Materials Used 


26. Gas oil er ee 
.seee-gals. per M. 

SGGE, CORE. 6c cscus 
iccencks OOF B. 

28. Generator fuel, anthracite.... 


....selbs. per M. 


. gals. 


27. Generator .tons 


.tons 
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Generator fuel, bituminous. 
ee per M. 

30. Boiler fuel, anthracite. 

avec nce. Sar 2A, 


Boiler 


oo. tons 
.tons 
fuel, coke...... 


Ibs. per M. 
fuel 


.tons 


Boiler .gals 
.gals. per 


Liquid (state kind) 


Residuals Produced 


Coke produced .tons 


iia irbonized 
Coal gas tar. ; errr | 


-Kal 


Ibs per ton coal 


......gals. per ton coal carbonized 
Oil tar produced... 

cose ferk per M 

Drip oil recovered 
».+---gals. per M 
Ammoniacal liquor.......lbs 
ere ton 


Sulphate 


.gals 


.gals 


NHs 
‘arbonized. 
.lbs. NH 
sarbonized 
+ ans, NE 


arbonized 


per coal 
......lbs. per ton coal 
Other forms ieee 
Ibs per ton coal 
Recovery of Light Oil 


Light oil recovered 
gals. per M 
Benzol eeeee coeceee 
.gals. per M 
State 
Toluol 


.gals. per 


crude or refined) 


le or refined) 
Solvent naptha 


gals. per M 
Residue 


ral per 
gais. pel 


Signature 


Northern States Power Com- 
pany Withdraws Order 
Increasing Rates 
City Attorney Edwin D. Buffing- 
ton has been notified by the North- 


ern States Power Company, Still- 
water, Minn., that all of the demands 
of the city have been acceded to by 
that company, and that the notices 
sent out on July 1 increasing the 
price of gas to $1.50 per 1,000 ft. 
would be withdrawn immediately. 
This will leave the old rate in effect 
until other plans can be formulated 
by the arbitration committee that will 
be named, which is to consist of the 
city attorney, a public accountant and 
a representative business man of the 
city, who will act with the company’s 
representatives in making an investi- 
gation looking to a new deal that 
will be satisfactory to all parties con- 
cerned. 
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Higher Rate for Pittsfield An 
nounced 

The Pittsfield (Mass.) Coal G 
Company announced July 26 that t! 
price of illuminating gas will be 
creased 20 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. 1 
ginning Aug. 1, making it $1.40 | 
1,000 ft. Abnormal prices of eve: 
thing are the cause, the officials s 
The company sold during the ye 
just ended $290,207 worth of gas, 
12.4 per cent 
preceding year, while 


increase of over 
the 
installed 551 new meters, making t 
total now 10,834. The company si 
281,000,000 cu. ft. of gas, which 
quired 11,000 tons of coal, 5,000 tor 
of coke and 851,616 gal. of oil 
manufacture. 


compat 


Long Beach Rates Effective 
August 1 

Officials of the Southern Countie 
Gas Company, of Long Beach, Cal 
July 27 announced that commencing 
\ug. 1 the new raise in gas rates 
would be put into effect in 
and surrounding territory 
\ll readings on and after that dat 
will be figured on the new basis of 
90 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. for the fir 
2,000 ft., with a graduated 
down to 40 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. for 
all over 100,000 cu. ft. Instead of 
minimum rate of 50 cents for ea 
meter, after Aug. 1 the charge 
be $1. 


Beach 


scale 


Banning and Beaumont Gas 
Plant Sold 

\t Riverside, Cal., July 20, C 
missioner Otto Lowentrout sold 
Banning and Beaumont gas plant 
r foreclosu 
wherein the amount required t 
quidate was $20,236. 

The suit was brought by the U1 
Trust & Savings Bank, this bank | 


satisfy a decree of 


} 
ing taken the bonds of the Rive: 
Gas & Power Company at the 
the two town plants were merged 
der that name. 

The bank was the sole bidder 
its offer was $11,500. The bala: 
will probably be collected from 
stockholders. After the legal f 
malities are done away with, and 
possible collections made to sat 
the debt, the Pasadena bank 
probably put a competent gas ma: 
charge and resume service. 


Tue Onto Cities Gas Compa 
declared a 5 per cent quarterly d 
dent, pavable Sept. 1. 
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Pennsylvania Natural Gas 
Companies Increase Rates, 
Effective Aug. 24 
The American Natural Gas Com- 
iny and the Gilpin Natural 
mpany, operating in the counties 

\llegheny, Armstrong, Butler, 
ndiana and Westmoreland, Pa., have 
ed with the public service commis- 
na new tariff of rates, to become 
fective on Aug. 24, 1918. The new 
riff increases the rate to consum- 
in Class 1—domestic consumers 
nd other customers using gas in lim- 
ed quantities 


Gas 


from 30 cents net to 
» cents net per 1,000 cu. ft. 


New Rates Effective for One 
Year in Pana 

\t the meeting of the Pana City 
Council the board of public utilities 
of Springfield, Ill., presented its find- 
ngs in the recent petition of the Cen- 
tral Illinois Public Service Company 
for the increasing of its gas rates in 
Pana, which means an advance in 
rates effective until July 1, 1919. 

he following are to be the rates 

ry gas service in Pana as fixed by 
the State public utilities: 

For first 2,000 cu. ft., $1.50 per 
1,000; third 1,000 cu. ft., $1.35: 4,000 
u. ft., $1.25; 5,000 cu. ft., $1.15; 
),000 cu. ft. up to 15,000, $1.05; 
15,000 up to 25,000 cu. ft., 95 cents; 
25,000 up to 50,000 cu. ft., 85 cents; 
ill over 50,000 cu. ft., 75 cents. 

These rates are for monthly bills, 
ind a discount of 10 cents per 1,000 
is allowed if bills are paid at office 
of the company by the tenth day of 
each month. Employees are to re- 
service at one-half the above 

The commission reserves the 
to discontinue or annul these 
rates at any time prior to July 1, 
1919, or to extend the rates as fixed 
ifter that date. 


ceive 
rates. 


right 


Rehearing on Rate Case to 

Come Up During August 

\ rehearing of the case of the 
committee from the Chambers of 
Commerce of Huntington and 
Charleston, W. Va., against the 

nited (aas & Fuel Company will be 
held some time in August, but only 
the question of rates for manufactur 
ing plants will be discussed, the ques 
tion of rates for domestic consumers 
having been precluded by order of 
the public service commission. This 
innouncement was made July 29 by 
\ttorney FE. 
the 
Commerce. 


IX. Williams, who repre 


sents Huntington Chamber of 


The gas company is asking the 
commission for 24 cents per 1,000 
for the first 150,000 cu. ft. and 18 
cents per 1,000 for the next 150,000 
for the industrial supply. Old prices 
for industrial plants are 18 cents per 
1,000 for the first 150,000 cu. ft. and 
17 cents per 1,000 for the next 150,- 
000 cu. ft. Eleven cents is being 
asked for all above 300,000 ft. In 
the asked-for increase the gas com- 
pany states it wishes to have an in- 
crease over the 11 cents for that 
quantity of gas, but does not state 
how much. 
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WarrREN T. BULKLEY, former 
plant supervisor of the Danbury 
(Conn.) & Bethel Gas & Electric 
Light Company, is now general su 
perintendent. He has been in this 
company’s service for a number of 
years. 


GrorGce G. CALDWELL, for a num 
ber of years construction engineer 
for H. M. Byllesby & Company, died 
of heart trouble July 27 at Ottumwa, 
Iowa, where he was engaged on spe 
cial construction work for the Ot- 
tumwa Railway & Light Company. 


Tue Fart River (Mass.) Gas 
Company held the annual meeting of 
the stockholders recently and the 
following officers were elected: Pres- 
ident, Frederick P. vice- 
president, Guy L. Weymouth; clerk, 
George A. Pierce; treasurer, Henry 
B. Sawyer; directors, Philip Dexter, 
Alfred D. Foster, Lee, 
Russell Roth, Frederick T. Royce, 
Philip Stockton, Charles A. Stone, 
Edward R. Utley and Edwin S. 


Webster. 


Re \ ces 


George C. 


Cari ALLI commercial 
manager of the Spokane ( Wash.) 
Gas & Electric Company, left that 
city recently for New York, where 
he will be in the purchasing depart- 
ment of The Henry L. Doherty Com 
pany. He will be succeeded by 
Luther Gaston, of Knoxville, Tenn. 


NBACH, 


Tur LEBANON (Pa.) GAs & FUEL 
Company held a meeting of the 
stockholders recently at which the 
following were re-elected: 
President, Henry L. Doherty, New 


York; vice-president, Frank W. 


officers 
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Frueauff, New York; general man- 
ager and treasurer, G. S. Speaker, 
Lebanon. J. Anson Whilhelm, Leba- 
non, was elected secretary. Direc- 
tors, G. S. Speaker, Grant Weldman, 
H. M. Miller, Carl Herrmann, John 


Bollman, all of Lebanon; Henry L. 
Doherty and Frank W. Frueauff. 


Joun J. O’Brien, vice-president 
and treasurer of H. M. Byllesby & 
Company, has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Capital Issues Committee 
for the Seventh Federal Reserve Dis- 
trict. 


J. F. Owens, vice-president and 
general manager of the Oklahoma 
Gas & Electric Company, has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the new indus- 
tries committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, of Oklahoma City, Okla. 


LiIncoLN BEERBOWER, manager of 
the Enid division of the Oklahoma 
Gas & Electric Company, Enid, 
Okla., has been appointed chairman 
of the industrial committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, for the en- 
suing year. 


W. G. WILLIAMS, results engineer 
of the Empire companies, has been 
appointed engineer in charge of fuel 
conservation in the mid-continent 
field by the petroleum division of the 
United States Fuel Administration. 
The appointment is for the duration 
of the war, and Mr. Williams will 
have his office in Oklahoma City. 


T. FE. Wasson, who has been in 
the employ as bookkeeper for the 
Logan Natural Gas & Fuel Company, 
of Lancaster, Pa., left there recently 
for a trip into Michigan for a month 
or two, where he will take a needed 
rest and for the benefit of his health. 
He then expects to locate in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., in the employ of the 
same company. 


Lrioyp LANE has taken a position 
reader with the Clinton 
(Tll.) Gas & Electric Company. Mr. 
Iane was formerly employed at the 
\very Plow Works at Peoria. 


as meter 


WaLtTeR J. Pitcrim has become 
the manager of the Martinez (Cal.) 
district for the Contra Costa 
Company. Mr. Pilgrim succeeds 
John R. Camm, who went into serv 
ice some time ago, and is an experi 
enced gas man, having been connect- 
ed for years with the Economic Gas 
Company, of Los Angeles. 


(yas 
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Patrick D. Matiey, for many 
vears an employee of the New Bed- 
ford (Mass.) Gas & Electric Light 
Company, died recently at the Ashley 
Sanitarium, Acushnet, after an ill- 
ness of several months 

GENERAL GeEorGE B. Harries’ res- 
ignation as president of the Louisville 
(Ky.) Gas & Electric Company was 
ac epted ata meeting of the board of 
held recently. General 
Harries is now in France in com- 
mand of troops. Arthur B. Shey 
was elected to succeed General Har- 
Halford Ericson was elected 
vice-president, in charge of public re- 
lations. Donald McDonald and all 
other officials were re-elected to their 
old positions. 


directors 


T1es. 








Construction Notes 





i 
H 
\ 





Springfield Company Making 

Extensive Improvements 

The Springfield (Mass.) Gas Light 
Company is to make further addi- 
tions to its buildings in Water Street. 
Permits were issued by Commis- 
sioner Lumis for the addition to an 
elevator’ structure to the steel trestle 
to cost $11,000, and boiler 
house to cost $6,000. The elevator 
will be used for the handling of coal 
and coke. A permit was issued also 
to the Chapman Valve Manufactur- 
ing Company in Indian Orchard for 
a shed in Pine Street to protect auto- 
mobiles. 


for a 


Tank to Be Erected in Palmer 
for Storage of Petroleum 
Products 

The town of Palmer, Mass., has 
received from the Worcester County 
(aas Company deeds giving it the 
right to cross the company’s land 
with an extension of the Oak Street 
sewer, in return for which the gas 
company has received from the town 
a permit to erect a tank on its land 
at the foot of Oak Street for the 
storage of petroleum products. 


Southern Counties Company 
to Build Gas Pipe Line 
for Wells 

W. G. Rich, district manager for 
the Southern Counties Gas Company, 
announced that his company would 
build a 6,000-ft. pipe line from a 
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point near the McGinley wells at 
Montebello to the southeast as far as 
the Shell lease near Bartolo Road. 

By this line there will be supplied 
with gas for drilling purposes Keller 
& Taussig, the Potter Oil Company 
and the Shell Company. The South- 
ern Counties Gas Company is now 
serving with gas all the companies 
operating in the local field with the 
exception of the Standard. 

The Standard is supplying the 
company (principally from its Bald- 
win No. 3 and 6 wells) with 1,500,- 
000 cu. ft. of gas daily, and has 
enough left to take care of its own 
requirements. 


gas 


Repairs Being Made at 
Caney Compressor Station 
Numerous repairs are being made 

at the Wichita Natural Gas Company 
compressor station, Caney, Kan., so 
it in good working order 
cold weather sets in and 
make the interruptions of service 
few, if any. The boiler furnaces 
have been fixed and new fire walls 
built. 

No. 2 engine has undergone a gen- 
eral overhauling and No. 1 engine 
will be given a like treatment as soon 
as the necessary parts can be pro- 
cured. The work is under the direc- 
tion of L. L. Baker, superintendent 
of the Caney station. 


as to have 
before the 


Massachusetts Gas Earnings 

The monthly earnings of the sub- 
sidiary companies of the Massachu- 
setts Gas Companies continue to hold 
to a high level, for although the June 
statement showed earnings of $479,- 
137, or about $130,000 under the 
record returns of the May statement 
of $608,301, they were the third larg- 
est of the first months of 1918, 
and the total brought the aggregate 
net for the half-year to $2,702,000, 
an increase over the 1917 period of 
$417,769, or 18.2 per cent. For the 
full year ended with June the in- 
crease in the surplus amounted to 
about $1,000,000, which means that 
the total surplus for the twelve 
months equaled about 14 per cent on 
the common stock of the parent com- 
pany. 


SIX 


The above earnings are after full 
allowance has been made for the ex- 
cess profits taxes, thus leaving a bal- 
ance equal to double the amount be- 
ing paid in common dividends. The 
parent company is now earning a 
larger dividend balance than ever be- 
fore in its history, and it is unlikely 
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that there will be any marked rece: 
sion while the war lasts. 

rhe net earnings of the subsidiar 
companies for the six months ende 
with June, 1918, were almost doubk 


»f the half 


‘ 


period of 191 
since which year there has beer 


vear 


steady progress 1n large 


With the stock ling at 


t14 the 
urn On the 


earning 
86 the re 
is 8.14 per cent, a1 


Massachusetts 


issue 
is non-taxable in 


Pue Pacirr 
COMPANY 


Gas & ELectri 
reports June 


SL.S6O.SL5, 


operating 
$196. 


revenue increase 


983; taxes and depreciation $1,11 
284, imcrease $143,272; 
53,711; other 
$17,013 ; 


net $7435 


OL, INCTeAse income 
$40,251, decrease net i 
come $783,782. increase $36.698 : it 


terest and preferred dividends $483, 
233, decrease $6,001; balance $300, 
549, increase $42,699; year ended 
June 30, operating revenue $20,613, 


259, increase $1,528,834; taxes and 
depreciation $13,706,733, increase 
S$2.169.333: net $6.906.526, decrease 


$640,499 ; other income 
crease $1,634; net income $6,906,526, 


$502,358, de 
decrease $640,499; interest and pre 
ferred dividends $5,803,120, increase 
$271,385: balance $1,605,764, de 
crease $913,518. 


Gas & ELEcTRIC 
reports for June gross 
earnings of $6,096,573; net earnings 
and other income, $532,395, and sur 
plus of $172,395, a decrease of $26,- 
169. For the six months ended in 
June the gross earnings were $6,096, 


THe CoLuMBIA 
COMPANY 


and net earnings and other in 
come, $4,021,128, and surplus, $1, 
889,183, a decrease of $34,527. The 
Columbia company has declared the 
usual quarterly dividend of 1 
cent, payable Aug. 15 to 
record July 29. 


~any 
din, 


per 


stock of 


THe Kansas Gas & ELECTRIC 
ComMpaNy reports June gross $150, 
552, increase $28,106 
$51.953. 


- net after taxes 
increase $21,355; surplus 
after charges $20,318, increase $11, 
1LO4; $1857, 


S42, 


twelve months’ 


OTOSS 
PTO 


increase $152,334: net after 


taxes $565,816, increase $32,775; sut 
plus after charges $236,894, decrease 


$61,956. 


THe PENNSYLVANIA Coat & Cok! 
Corporation held a meeting of the 
board of directors July 24, at which 
time the regular dividend of $1 per 
share and an extra dividend of 50 
cents per share out of the accumu 
lated earnings of the company was 
declared, payable Aug. 10 to stock- 
holders of record Aug. 6. 
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Patrick D. Mattiey, for many 
vears an employee of the New Bed- 
ford (Mass.) Gas & Electric Light 
Company, died recently at the Ashley 
Sanitarium, Acushnet, after an ill- 


ness of several months 
(y AL GEO! B. HARRIES’ res- 
ignation as president of the Louisville 


(Ky.) Gas & Electric Company was 
ac epted at a meeting of the board of 
directors held recently. General 
Harries is now in France in com- 

\rthur B. Shey 
was elected to succeed General Har- 
ries. Halford Ericson was elected 
vice-president, in charge of public re- 
lations. Donald McDonald and all 
other officials were re-elected to their 
old positions. 


mand of troops. 








Construction Notes 








Springfield Company Making 

Extensive Improvements 

The Springfield ( Mass.) Gas Light 
Company is to make further addi- 
tions to its buildings in Water Street. 
Permits were issued by Commis- 
sioner Lumis for the addition to an 
elevator structure to the steel trestle 
to cost $11,000, and for a boiler 
house to cost $6.000. The elevator 
will be used for the handling of coal 
and coke. A permit was issued also 
to the Chapman Valve Manufactur- 
ing Company in Indian Orchard for 
a shed in Pine Street to protect auto- 
mobiles. 


Tank to Be Erected in Palmer 
for Storage of Petroleum 
Products 


The town of Palmer, Mass., has 
received from the Worcester County 
Gas Company deeds giving it the 
right to cross the company’s land 
with an extension of the Oak Street 
sewer, in return for which the gas 
company has received from the town 
a permit to erect a tank on its land 
at the foot of Oak Street for the 
storage of petroleum products. 


Southern Counties Company 
to Build Gas Pipe Line 
for Wells 

W. G. Rich, district manager for 
the Southern Counties Gas Company, 
announced that his company would 
build a 6,000-ft. pipe line from a 


AMERICAN 





GAS } 
point near the McGinley wells at 
Montebello to the southeast as far as 
the Shell lease near Bartolo Road. 
By this line there will be supplied 
with gas for drilling purposes Keller 
& Taussig, the Potter Oil Company 


and the She 


| 
| 
l 


Company. The South- 
ern Counties Gas Company 1s now 
serving with gas all the companies 
operating in the local field with the 
f the Standard 


The Standard is supplying the gas 


exception OT ft 


company (principally from its Bald 
win No. 3 and 6 wells) with 1,500, 
000 cu. ft. of gas daily, and has 
enough left to take care of its own 
requirements. 


Repairs Being Made at 
Caney Compressor Station 
Numerous repairs are being made 

at the Wichita Natural Gas Company 
compressor station, Caney, Kan., so 
as to have it in good working order 
before the cold weather sets in and 
make the interruptions of service 
few, if any. The boiler furnaces 
have been fixed and new fire walls 
built. 

No. 2 engine has undergone a gen- 
eral overhauling and No. 1 engine 
will be given a like treatment as soon 
as the necessary parts can be pro 
cured. The work is under the direc 
tion of L. L. Baker, superintendent 
of the Caney station. 


Massachusetts Gas Earnings 

The monthly earnings of the sub 
sidiary companies of the Massachu- 
setts Gas Companies continue to hold 
to a high level, for although the June 
statement showed earnings of $479, 
137, or about $130,000 under the 
record returns of the May statement 
of $608,301, they were the third larg 
est of the first six months of 1918, 
and the total brought the aggregate 
net for the half-year to $2,702,000, 
an increase over the 1917 period of 
$417,769, or 18.2 per cent. For the 
full year ended with June the in- 
crease in the surplus amounted to 
about $1,000,000, which means that 
the total surplus for the twelve 
months equaled about 14 per cent on 
the common stock of the parent com 
pany. 

The above earnings are after full 
allowance has been made for the ex- 
cess profits taxes, thus leaving a bal- 
ance equal to double the amount be- 
ing paid in common dividends. The 
parent company is now earning a 
larger dividend balance than ever be- 
fore in its history, and it is unlikely 
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that there will be any marked rece 
sion while the war lasts. 
The net earnings of the subsidia 


4 1 
companies for the six months end 
1 1 
th June, 1918, were almost doub 
ose of the half-vear period of 19 
1 1 me 1 “a | 
since which vyeal there has bee 
2 1 
eady progress irger earnil 
With e stor ce ng 86 the ; 
1 { 
1 on the issue 1s 8.14 per cet 
I 
Ss nol ixable in M chuset 
i | CIE I¢ (7A Ww | oe 
COMPANY. reports June operati 
revenue S1,860,815, increase S19 


983: taxes and depre iation $1,117 
. y~s ~~ 4 


ret ncrease $145,272; net Si4 
sl, increase 53,711; other income 
dec rease S17,013: net 
come $783,782, increase $56,695 ; 
terest and preferred dividends $48 
233, decrease $6,001; balance $300 


19, increase $42,699; vear 


ended 


June 30, operating revenue $20,613 





259. increase 28.834; taxes and 
depreciation $13,706,733 increase 
$2,169,333; net $6,906,526, decrease 


$640,499; other income $502,358, de 
crease $1,654; net income $6,906,526, 
decrease $640,499; interest and pre 
ferred dividends $5,803,120, increase 
$271.385: balance $1,605,764, de 


crease $913,518 


Pre CorumBiA Gas & ELECTRIC 
CoMPANY reports for June gross 


if 


earnings of $6,096,573; net earnings 





and other income, $532,395, and sur 
plus of $172,395, a decrease of $26, 
169. For the six months ended in 
June the gross earnings were $6,096, 
573. and net earnings and other in 
come, $4,021,128, and surplus, $1, 
889.183, a decrease of $34,527. The 
Columbia company has declared the 
usual quarterly dividend of 1 per 
cent, payable Aug. 15 to stock of 
record July 29. 


THe Kansas Gas & ELectri 
ComMPpaANY reports June gross $150, 
552, increase $28,106; net after taxes 
$51,953, increase $21,355; surplu 


after charges $20,318, increase $11, 


] +1 ’ . ~a 
104: twelve months’ gross $1,857, 
842, increase $152,554; net afte! 
taxes $565.816, increase $32,775: sur 


plus after charges $256,894, decrease 


$61.956. 


lire PENNSYLVANIA CoaL & Cok 
CoRPORATION held a meeting of the 
board of directors July 24, at which 
time the regular dividend of $1 pet 
share and an extra dividend of 50 
cents per share out of the accumu 
lated earnings of the company was 
declared, payable Aug. 10 to stock 
holders of record Aug. 6. 
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